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The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church
CATHOLICATE OF THE EAST

Baselios Marthoma Paulose Il
Catholicos of
The Apostolic Throne of
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Founded 1908  Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church
) &) Mar Gregorios Orthodox Christian Student Movement
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Malankara Orthodox

Dr. Abraham Mar Seraphim
Syrian Church

Metropolitan

Banglore Diocese
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“When sickness comes but not before,
God and doctor men adore,

When health returns and things are righted
God is forgot, and the doctor is slighted.”
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Thadagam Ashram Enriched
My Life & Work

Dr. P. T. Philip Maramon

December 1934 was a day of reckoning for Bishop Pakenham Walsh, the
Principal of Bishop’s College, Calcutta and Mrs. Clara Pakenham Walsh.
They had a rethinking of their mission for which they were praying for about
two years. It became very clear for them. First, he declared his decission to
resign the position as Principal of the Bishop’s College, Calcutta. Secondly,
to establish an Ashram in South India in association with the Orthodox
students in the Bishop’s College.

His vision was to establish the Ashram as a missionary wing of the
Orthodox Church outside Kerala. He offered his limited earnings for the
support and maintenance of the Ashram community. His vision of the mission
was something different from other missions. Conversion to the numerical
increase of the Church was not the main intention. Healing ministry,
development of the rural community, interact with the villagers, protect the
nature and balance the eco system. He intended to involve students of both
factions of the Orthodox Church {0 commend Christ through humanitarian
and Philanthrophic approach

Finally, the initial birth of the Ashram was in a nearby wayside inn
(Thanneer Panthal, Thadagam) which was transplanted into the permanent
buildings of the Christa Sishya Ashram (C. S. Ashram, Thadagam,
Ciombatore) on February 27, 1936 (cf. Mammen Philip, Bishop Herbert
Pakenham Walsh, 1986, p. 102 & K. V. Mammen, Thadakathile Thapodhanan,
1983, p. 53).

It was my privilege to be a part of the Ashram Community, relatively, for
a brief time. I took every opportunity to participate in the activities of the
Ashram. The Chapel at the center was the main meeting place of the inmates
for devotion, morning prayers, noon time prayers and intercessions, evening
prayers and the compline (prayers before sleep). Silence was strictly
maintained between compline and the breakfast.

The breakfast table was the Verandah on the northern side of the kitchen,
a perfect symbol of the simplicity of Ashram life. Mummy (Mrs. Clara
Pakenham Walsh) and the sisters Mariamma and Aleyamma were in the main
took the responsibility of the kitchen with the help of others. Mummy’s
bread and Ragi Poridge were the permanent fixtures for the breakfast along
with fruits and other things.
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Rangan, Girijan and Lakshmi were helpers around for farming, look after
the cattle, Chicken and Turkey. Sisters looked after the Dispensary and visited
the womenfolk in the villages to attend to their needs. Brothers M. K. Jacob,
K. I. Abraham and K. V. Thomas (later they were all ordained ministers)
assisted the Acharya, Rev. Fr. K. C. Verughese, in most of the activities in the
Ashram. I remember, one night it was heavily raining and the three men
readied themselves to go on the rain with spades and showels to regulate
rain water in the paddy cultivation. At last, brother K. V. Thomas came home
with scorpion sting with incessant pain, restlessness and periodic cries.

We had a good library. We made use of the Library whenever possible. In
the afternoon, after tea all got to work in the garden, including mummy until
she had the fractured hip bones. Yet she liked to be wheeled out in the
garden areas in the wheel chair and a trip to the roadside gate.

We used to go to the Villages, meeting young peopie, playing games,
particularly Volley Ball. They were happy to share their problems with us and
they appreciated our friendship with them. In rewrn they visit us in the
Ashram. They valued our friendship and fellowship.

We had a very good team of workers already mentioned. In addition, we
had the company of brother Philipose Thomas (later Philipos Mar Eusebius),
the Rev. Deacon T. C. Mathai (later Rev. Fr. T. C. Mathai), the Rev. C. C. Korah
and brother M. A. Korah of Thenkara Ashram and others.

Thadagam Ashram had a stream of outstanding visitors throughout the
year from political, social and religious backgrounds. It was a pleasure to
meet them and commuiicate with them and serve them if and when needed.

One disappointinent for me was that I could not meet Pappa, personally.
But I had some correspondence with him. However, [ was glad to work with
Mummy. In her last days when she was not able to walk I wheeled her around
the Ashram roads up to the main gate. She watched plants, flowers and
enjoyed their fragrance. At the main gate she paid attention to the moving
vehicles and the people on the road. She enjoyed the cool breeze of Thadagam
evenings.

For some reason I had to come home. That was the time on June 6, 1961,
Mummy had gone to be with the Lord. The Acharya sent me a telegram of the
sad news. I was puzzled. I thought Mr. N. M. Abraham of the Malayala
Manorama may go to Coimbatore to attend the funeral. Fortunately, I was
able to contact him. He said that he was leaving for Thadagam the same
evening and if I could reach Kottayam, we could go together in the same car.
I went to Kottayam and met Mr. N. M. Abraham. We were able to travel
together and reach Thadagam during the funeral service.
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When I look back my life and experience at Thadagam Ashram enriched
my life and work in the years to come. My wife, children and I took advantage
of visiting the Ashram whenever possible and we cherish good memories of
Thadagam when we meet together. We greatfully remember all those who
had gone ahead of us and those who are in the ministry at present. We also
pray for those dedicated men and women who would come to serve. We are
happy that the hospital is continuing with the healing ministry of Pappa and
we are happy to have a small part in the construction of a room in the
hospital sponsored by the St. Thomas congregation of Los Angels (now St.
Thomas Church, Los Angeles).

May the Lord our God bless the institution, Thadagam Ashram and its
ministries, which began with good intentions for the glory ¢f God and for our
saviour Jesus Christ.

MSIRho @RYNACMINIZ MM @1RY2100Y
W)aNICMIM OMUIM
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In Solemn memory of our beloved father

Pathrose Mathai

(Former Principal Gov. Law College Trivandrum.
One of the top leaders of the Malankara Orthodox
Syrian Church in the last century.

Inserted by

Prof. Pathrose Pathrose Mathai
(Former executive Director and Secretary
Sports Authority of India)




CHhISWANG3 aleNilGau$ avleHald (WmMOIBU3

©® N U RN

W L WL W W W W W WNDNDNNDNNDNDNDNNNNDN= = = @ @ m a =S = =
C XA T H ON = O © ®NODA S WWN=0©x® N R»O®N=20

~
=3

DEIBOTVBWHNS TVAYM@ TVIOLHE:U3 (V2@ TVEI2IGI o) 700 ©)al

TVRIGHTV)BB)HS VAW MVAOAOIO0
LRI IBI® QILEMOIMECHIUd0

mmug@sm VRV 210 af).all. 52-2014
&HEN3MOS) (NDMOAIA]

al)OmM001) 208 allelsmilemom’ wloyeam]
al. 15EWAIT3 @1o)eam]

al. 8MEUN3 NIoAID

aloGos 203 MDAMIEWIT

Galajos) 208 Blalimocavyomd

ag)o. MVl &)01WOEHHIMS OMIod

. al. al0quos] @loyeaml
. alomios] ail. mUl. GO OMIDAD

ano. af)o. af)o. af3(6NlaOo
ale@aHMAIMOC]: 2RIBEMEWINS alail(@a0yBWo
@)ailad aillsdan e3aIGRI®:0

. DRIMIBHE3 GRI6M QB 13
. )E0MOS)B®B)16S ALl SmId (TVEMBM’ )13 aldl(@o)

26meafled GRAed TLEITSAEEME:U3

. VatToGB0s @Al 1958

. al. 01001 oA 6nIoAId

. @RMaloa]l

. ®OCMORIHND NINAIADIOS B-IRISIHSIM3

. al@lud)ED &MYBHACIWo

. 6NILNM] @RUoAAN e OTOM (ITLNOMAN0

. DSOBHOTIHEI DGaoWMM (enflaHa] Q10CI)

. aloy2el 208 (N1BWVIAIEVWIMS Aa00E:0Al o

. anleileajoa’ @08 6wmewoadleanad

. all. ag)o. G®OAM 002 0B: oflatd (eemc)(a(uﬂoq@ (aIBO® MdhU(@o
. al@O29)O) Of. ag)o. AUNWINIOM @RYHOERM:LO

. 6@@oailed GREVGLO (a)®)o |88 MeITee@d algglaldl@o)
. (ﬁ,oc‘s@oeﬂ@mgﬂm@ @0eild (aIoWomyo

. @)MINEM I188]216)(@o

. 60810 M@LMIBHS)OS B0ati(S1w carvaIMo

. 20@1a B0@ GROEMOIMICIVIOIVING ale@isel 6]

. Indian Orthodox Church of St. Thomas

. Acta Indica

. Pathrose Mar Osthathios (A prophet like Revolutionary)

. Philipose Mar Theophilus

. The Saintly Shephered of Malankara Church (Kurichi Bava)
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