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A few words

When the feasts of H. H. Moran Mar Baselios Geevarghese |1
and H. H. Moran Mar Augen | of blessed memory were celebrated
jointly in St. George Orthodox Cathedral, Abu Dhabi, in the year
1994, Rev. Fr. Shaji Mathews (the then Vicar) exhorted to the
parishionersto observethe Feasts of two Saintly Fathersaswell, viz,
Vattasseril Thirumeni and Pampady Thirumeni. (St Vattasseril
Thirumeni was then not declared officially as a Saint of the Holy
church). The congregation whole heartedly accepted the suggestion.
From next year onwards till date, Abu Dhabi Parish continues to
celebrate the Feasts of both saintswith due reverence and significant
diligence. On hearing Respected Shaji Achen’s suggestion, two of
my friends approached me requesting to prepare abook on Pampady
Thirumeni, which would be beneficial in educating the new generation.
That wasthe motivation behind my endeavor to preparethe manuscript
of thiswork years back. Due to sometechnical issues, it got delayed
and took along time to get printed.

In 1945 St. Pampady Thirumeni had visited our home parish, Kollad
St. Pauls Orthodox Church, which belongs to K ottayam Diocese, of
which Thirumeni was the Diocesan Metropolitan. My father Late
PK. Kurian Puliyeril, the then Trustee of the parish, who was aso
responsible to oversee the food and other arrangements, went to see
Thirumeni and seek blessings along with my mother and three elder
sisters. Saint asked my elder sister what her name was. The seven
year old sister’simmediate reply was* Eli’, the baptismal name, which
made others amazed as she was called Alice by all. The Saint was
immensely pleased at her answer and then asked the girls whether
they don’'t have any brothers? They said ‘no’. On hearing that the
Saint immediately placed his blessed hand on our mother’s head sd[=/
wew/hfrd kgb;tgthyiffh ,bn b gbhhx sgkshfyfhbxgfb bheg dvprayed,
blessed and predicted, “Let there be’. My parents and family
members believe that | was born the next year as a result of the
Saint’sblessingsand prayers, followed by two more sonsin 1949 and
1954.
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| and my younger brothers had been fortunate to visit and get the
audience of the Saintly Thirumeni several timesduring hislifetime. |
remember a particular incident that happened on a Sunday in early
1965 during one of our regular visitXXXXs to the Pothenpuram.
Thirumeni was physically weak that day. After the Holy Qurbana,
Thirumeni wasresting in theroom whilethe faithful were allowed to
visit him one after the other inasinglelineto get blessings. All had to
exit theroom through the opposite door without making any hindrance
to those who came behind. A board was exhibited near Thirumeni’s
bed with a writing “visitors must talk briefly and clearly about the
intention of visit, if any”. Wethreejoined the queue, kissed the blessed
hand of the Saint and came out through the door on the opposite side.
But we were somewhat dissatisfied since we got only few seconds
with the Saint. My younger brother Georgekutty (Now H.G.
Geevarghese Mar Coorilos Metropolitan) insisted on getting acloser
encounter once again and get blessing. So we decided to enter the
room once again, stood in the queue and went in for the second time.
When we repeated thisfor the third timeto our great shock, the Saint
himself recognized and asked us, “Beloved children, is this not the
third time you are kissing my hand”? Though we had a guilty
consciousness, we admitted “yes’. The delighted Saint smiled at that
and blessed us again. Although we were young boys then, we could
infer very well that Thirumeni was aliving Saint and still staunchly
believein Thirumeni’s continued miraculousintercession.

| consider thisbook asatribute of ahumble devotee, which could
help those who are not proficient in Malayalam to get to know of the
whereabouts of a great visionary of the church, true hermit and a
prayer warrior who showed to the world what is possible through
prayer, fasting and compassionate deeds.

My heartfelt thanks and gratitude beyond words are due to Rev.
Fr. Mathew K. John, Manager of the Pampady Dayara, for his
profound and sincere preface. | do praise God Almighty for the
publication of this book, when the Holy Church is celebrating the
Golden Jubilee of the entrance of the Saint to the heavenly abode.
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May God Almighty shower Hischoicest blessngsupondl aike
and especidly the oneswho honor the blessed memory of the Saint.

Jose Kurian Puliyeril

Kottayam
4" April 2016
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| ntr oduction

A few great peopleinfluencetheworld even after their demise.
Their earthly dwelling placesa so sometimesplay agreat role. They
make history and history isshrouded in their biographiessincethey
arepart and parcel of history. Generationswould reminiscencesuch
luminaries. L.L.HisGraceKuriakoseMar GregoriosMetropolitan,
better known as Pampady Thirumeni isone among thevery few
who had lived his life as a very ordinary person but grew to
divinization like any other Orthodox saint, attaining a spiritual
perfectionto agreat extent. Another unique aspect inthelifeof the
Saint wasthe coincidenceof having hisbirthand demiseonthevery
samedate- April 4™, keeping amargin of sharp 80 years.

ParumaaSt. Gregorios- thefirst canonized indigenous Saint of
Malankara Orthodox Church, who was also the role model and
persona Saint of Thirumeni wasperhapsoneof thefirst Saintsto
have been known with alinkageto aparticular place. Kuriakose
Mar Gregorios Metropolitan was al so bequeathed with fameand
popularity linkinghimtohisplaceof birthandlifeactivities. Pampady
Thirumeni spent most of histimein strict vows, prayersand fasting
at londy placesexactly likethosedevout monksor sagesof ancient
timeswith their unflinching bondageto asceticlife, whoserootsare
being traced to great Indian civilization. Thirumeni had managedto
liveinasmall hut for hismeditation and prayersinthemidst of forest
without getting perceived or wanting to get noticed by the public.
TheDayaraand the Churchwherehisholy remainsareentombedis
the samelocation where he had settled for hisfirst lonely place of
monastic life. The Saint lived in the same place for morethan 50
yearsand finaly got mergedinthe soil inthesamehill top.

Meditationsand prayersnot only influenced thelifestyle of the
great hermit, but & so becameinsirumentd inbringing Godly presence
totheordinary fellowmen. Thirumeni had believed that worship
would becomeinsignificant if fellow human beings, who arethe
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templesof God, areignored. Theworld realized and got to know
through hislifeand lifestylethat amonk’sexistenceitself isarea
worthy serviceto the mankind. The Saint’sdwelling place became
aasylum to destitute and downtrodden who had nothing to eat and
wear. Thirumeni had utilized theentire offeringsand pursereceived
fromthefaithful for the poor and needy. He never reserved funds
for thefuture and did not haveany such policy. Pampady Thirumeni
today isarefugeto tensof thousands of faithful with diversified
problemsandissues. Peoplefrom al waksof lifeirrespective of
caste, creed and religion have experienced miracleswhilebringing
ther problemsto theattention of the Saint and requesting intercesson.
They staunchly believethat any issuewould get resolved withinno
time by theintercessory prayersof the Saint.
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Birth of a pious person

Karinganamattam isafamous and ancient family in Pampady,
Kottayam. H. G. Kuriakose Mar Gregorios Metropolitan, also
warmheartedly called Pampady Thirumeni, wasborn asthefifth
son of Chackochen, Pezhamattathu Moolakkara, a branch of
Karinganamattom family and Elachy of Valakkottu family. Hewas
born on a Sunday, 4 April 1885. Houses belonging to
Pezhamattathu family were situated near Pampady Market, very
near to K. K. Road, in those days.

Pezhamattathuwasan ordinary agricultura family inthosedays.
Pampady Thirumeni grew to suchrareglory by self-disciplineas
well asby theenormous mercy of God recelved. Theawe-inspiring
life of the Saint was a blend of humbleness, purity of heart,
devoutness, compassion, and real love. It complied withthegreat
saying“look forwardandlive, learnfromthepast”. Inhumanhistory,
wecomeacross many past eventsbeing brightened by certaingreat
luminariesthroughlightsemanating fromther ownlives Intheancient
Indian civilization we come across many sagesand monkswho had
guided generationsthrough their lives. Kuriakose Mar Gregorios
Metropolitan of Maankara Orthodox Church hasalready reached
therealm of saints of the Church. Following thefirst and second
indigenoussaintsof Mdankara, ParumaaThirumeni and Vattasseil
Thirumeni, Pampady Thirumeni shinesin thesky of spiritual sphere
withhisownhaos. Thelifehistory of thesolemn persondity shines
brightly showering colorful episodes of peace and harmony. The
Saint who entered hisheavenly abode on 4 April 1965, isone of
theluminousstarsexuding bright light of gloriouspiritudity asfar as
the Churchisconcerned.

Athome, hewasaffectionately caled Kariachenwhileofficialy
hewasnamed asKuriakose. Hisfather wasan ordinary agriculturdist
whowasdeeply interested and involved in spiritud aswdll asChurch
matters. Thisenabled Kuriakoseto acquirerighteous methodsand
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dovirtuousmattersdeedsin hisearly childhood from hisown house
itsalf. Hisparentstaught him prayersand persuaded himto observe
lent and fasting during the L enten periods. Grandmother used to
teach him Biblical stories, daily. Inthenot so rich environment at
home, he experienced poverty at timesbesides scarcity of items
required for worldly needs, but there was peaceful ambienceand
spiritua richness. Theinfant Kuriakosegrew in spirit and wisdom.
Thelifestyleof thegreeat saint wasgetting moldedin spiritua spectrum
from histender agein an atmosphere wherefasting and prayers
were considered asthe greatest wed th.
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Growth inthe
Graceand wisdom of God

Pampady Thirumeni had not inherited much wealth or such
positionsto get proud of from hisyoung age. Helearnt the val ue of
samplicity and humblenessfrom hisparents. Evenfrom childhood he
knew no boundsfor hisjoy inthe spiritua undertakingsconsidering
them as opportunitieswhile counting the blessingsand Grace he
had obtained. Inthetender ageitself he could becomethe pet and
bel oved of the neighborsand the parishioners. Ashewas an obedient
well behaved child not eloping any of the canonical prayers
passionately interested in church affairs, hewasinfluenced to take
up steps of priesthood in the tender age onwards. He became an
atar assigtant first and within afew months, he obtained the position
of thebest Altar Assistant of the Parish dueto hisdivine dealings,
humbl e but attractive behavior and melodiousvoicefor the songs
andreadings.

Inthosedaysthe boysof thevillage used totaketheir cattlefor
rearing inthe areasnear the Church building. Kuriakose a so used
to take his cows with hisfriends. Like the elder workers of the
fields, those boys al so used to wear caps made of spathe of areca
palm. Oneday whiletheboyshad takentheir cattle, H. G Kadavil
Paulos Mar Athanasius M etropolitan who had been stayinginthe
church parsonage happened to watch them, which the boys never
knew about. Cows dropped dung in the Church premiseswhile
grazing. No one seemed bothered about it but for one, who before
leaving, cameforward, took the cow dung with hisboth handsand
placed it near the coconut treein thefar end of the Church compound.
Thesight of thisincident touched the mind of the Metropolitan. He
thought about theincident and developed afedling in mind that the
boy ‘ by taking the dung has not only respected the church, but also
honored nature’ . Inthe place of the cap of the spathe of arecapam,
hemust havea’ cap of blessings he determined. Mar Athanasius
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was sure that the boy should become a shepherd of the Church
rather than ashepherd of the cattle. Metropolitan called the boy to
his side. The boy stood humbly before the great Bishop with
reverence and dight fear. His Grace understood the whereabouts of
Kuriakose and asked him to meet again with hisfather. When his
father met His Grace hewas advised to make arrangementsfor the
ordination of Kuriakose and asked him whether he had any
objections. At first Chackochen disagreed considering his poor
financial status. But later he also had to agreeto thewill of God.
Kuriakosedwayshad abdlief andfeding that hewascaledfor His
ministry and life set aside by God. Thisfedling raised himasDn.
Kuriakose, Rev. Fr. Kuriakose, Very Rev Kuriakose Ramban, and
His Grace Kuriakose Mar Gregorios Metropolitan and finaly as
St. Kuriakose Gregoriosor the Pampady Thirumeni.



Pampady Thirumeni 14

Primary Education

Kuriakose had his primary education from the School attached
to the Pampady Church. In those days there was a Master who
wasgenerally known as Madathil Master. (In malayalam hewas
known as Madathil Asan) Hisofficial namewasMr. C. G Raman
Rilla.

Dueto theinborn natures of obedience, humbleness, and earnest
interest instudies, Kuriakose becameabe oved of theMaster within
ashort period. Master wasareal Scholar, man of principles, lover
of mankind, and adevotee. Master wasamodel teacher in many
respects. Kuriakose completed hisprimary education with Madathil
Asan and within ashort span of time he becamethe best bel oved of
the Master because of hisintelligence, enthusiasm and hard work.

Inthe ol den daysteachersand studentsused to maintain asolemn,
rigid, andlifelongreationshipwithther ‘ Gurus or teachers. Teachers
sometimesloved their pupils morethan their own children. When
Kuriakose climbed the stepsof theladder of priesthood intheforms
of Deacon, priest, and Bishop, theawefedlingin him towardshis
‘Guru’ wasincreasing day by day. When Kuriakosewasaschool boy,
he had to skip lunch dueto poverty at hishome. Kuriakosedid not
hide anything and had enjoyed great pleasure in sharing al his
problemsof whatever nature, with hisbel oved and respected‘ Guru' .
Healwaysdesired for abetter suggestion and awise advicefrom
hisTeacher. And the M aster had taken extrainterest in the matter of
Kuriakose even after he had reached the pinnacle of priesthood.

Theyoung Kuriakosewasa' pearl’ for hisgrandmother. She
used toindulgein special prayersfor her beloved grandson. The
grandson was keenly interested in to be around and serving his
grandmother. Heused to conversewith her whenever possible, while
sarving herinaway or other, either cleaning her bed or ensuring that
sheistotdly comfortable. Heeven wasnot reluctant to cleanthebin
for spitting. Thiscontinued even when he becameaDeacon. Most
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of thetime, such serviceshad been donewithout the knowledge of
hisgrandmother; otherwise shewould not havealowed himto do
so0. Hehad devel oped agreat passion for the service of the needy
and downtrodden, from hisyoung age.
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In God’'sServices

Ordination as a Deacon

Pezhamattathu Kuriakosewas ordained asaDeacon by H. G
Paulos Mar Athanasius Metropolitan on 5 Feb 1899, when he
was 14 years old, a St. John's Cathedral, Pampady. When
Kuriakose wore the priestly cap, people known to him rejoiced
and praised the Lord. All werereally happy and proud. It infact
triggered thefirst step of progressand prosperity of the Pampady
village

Inthosedaysfamiliarity of Syriaclanguagewasconsdered asan
important aspect of priesthood. Scholars of thelanguage enjoyed
certain greet positionstoo. Our Deacon dsojoined theOld Seminary
(Orthodox), K ottayam for studiesintheology, Syriaclanguageand
sacramental services. He studied there for about seven years.
Vattasseril GeevargheseMalpan (later St. Dionysious) and
Chakkarakadavil Joseph Ramban weretheteachersat the Seminary.
During hisstudentship there, he becamethe point of attraction of all
teachersand others. Hewasknown for hisdedi cation, sweet voice,
and beautiful handwriting. Ashewasvery earnest inthesacramenta
lifewith Sncereand perfect submissonto God, hewaswell respected
by hiscolleaguesand teachers. Thegenuineinterestinhimfor the
servicemade him different from others.

During the weekends he used to go home and paid visit to the
home parish. There were no frequent vehicles plying between
K ottayam and Pamady during those days, and assuch hehadto
walk up and down. He had to cover thefull twenty odd Kmsfrom
K ottayam with his colleagues of neighborhood, by foot, butina
cool and relaxed manner. He used to invite hisfriendsto hishouse
for refreshmentsand meal sas and when they reached Pampady.

Hehad aflair for music complimented withasweet and melodious
voice. When Dn. Kuriakose was serving the Holy Qurbana, in
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Pampady Cathedral, his‘ Stauman Kaos' could be heard fromfar
off. The rendition of songs and awe inspiring readings of Dn.
Kuriakosewould createreverentia fedinginthemindsof listeners.
Theeuphoniousvoice of thehymnsand theclarity of readingswere
gppreciated by al thefaithful dike.

Similarly heowned asuperbinimitable handwriting, not only in
Maayalam, but in Syriac aswell. Hewas entrusted with copying
theological and Liturgical booksin Syriacand Malayalam, since
printing wasnot so common.
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Proficiency in Syriac Language

Even though Dn. Kuriakose could not make any higher studies
academically, he hadtaken activeinterestinlearning Syriac. He
meastered thelanguage shortly and became a Scholar withinashort
span of time. Heisconsidered to have aunique position among the
scholars of the language. He had been deputed for the
correspondencewith the Patriarch of Antioch and other dignitaries
intheMiddle East. Hewasgifted with atalent of writing precisely
using striking, apt and attractive words. Those veteranswho had
mastered the languages considered him to betheright personin
place whenever they thought of making correspondences and
copying documentsespecidly theliturgical booksand rareprecious
Syriactexts.

Vattasseril Geevarghese Mar DionysiusM etropolitan gppointed
Very Rev. Kuriakose Ramban as aProfessor of Syriac Language
and Literature, at Orthodox Theological Seminary. All hisstudents
had enjoyed his Syriac classesand all of them werevery activein
learning their lessonswith utmost care and attention. The students
loved their Professor from the bottom of all their hearts, ashewas
kind and affectionate to each and every one of them. They got
attracted to the exemplary qualitiesof their saintly Master. Hedso
fondly loved his students and the profession during the period of
teaching, when and where he was ateacher, friend, brother and
guideto many Deacons. Even after leaving thechargeinthe Seminary,
he used to visit the Seminary whenever timepermitted him.

L ater once, after becoming aBishop of the Church, hewasasked
by H. H. Abdullah Patriarch to cel ebrate Holy Qurbanaat Seminary
Chapd entirely in Syriaclanguage. HisGracewillingly accepted the
offer and comfortably celebrated intheforeignlanguageto theutmost
blissful appreciation of the Patriarch. When Bishop’s or priests
celebrate Holy Qurbana in the presence of a Catholicos or a
patriarch, the celebrant hasto wait for the Pontiff to begintheLord's
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prayer. But while His Grace was cel ebrating the Holy Qurbana, he
wassoimmersed intheliturgy that hedid not wait for the Patriarch
tosay ‘ Our father who art in heaven’. His Grace used to mention
about it later several timesthat he had forgotten about the presence
of the spiritual Father while he was fully concentrating on the
‘Heavenly Father” . Moreover, when it was brought to the notice of
thePatriarch, instead of being critical, he magnanimousy mounded
the cel ebrant with appreciation and blessingsfor hisunflinching
concentration and genuineattitude.

God-given abilitiesand the saintly natureswere exposed through
an incident that took place when he was a Deacon staying at
Pampady Church. Therewasan acutedrought al over thevillage.
All wells, rivers; lakesand ponds got dried up. Theinhabitants of
theareagot frightened. Drinking water for humansaswell asthe
animalsgot totally exhausted. When the matter was brought to the
noticeof Dn. Kuriakose, he declared atotal fasting prayer for three
daysand exhorted thefathful far and near tojoin himintheendeavor.
Hehad a so declared that therewould berice gruel serving (Kanji
veezhthal) to all partakersat the end of thefasting prayer. There
were some peoplewho made fun of Deacon’sattempt to get rid of
God'swrath.

Many people fasted and prayed along with Dn. Kuriakose.
Prayersstarted at 9A.M and lasted till 3P.M. After 3PM. all the
partici pants used to have persona meditationsfor somemoretime.
On the second day Dn. Kuriakose asked people to bring rice,
vegetables etc. for the third day’s Kanji. The faithful had great
confidenceinthewordsand deedsof Dn. Kuriakose. Itissaid that
Dn. Kuriakose had prayed with tearsfor themercy of God Almighty
whilethefaithful also continued their prayers. Whentheprayer was
over, Deacon advised peopleto sitinlinesfor the Kanji. People
had kept banana |leaves over the pits made on the ground to get
Kanji served. While peopleenjoyed thehot Kanji there appeared a
sudden changeintheatmosphere. Actualy it wasaradical change
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assoon asthefaithful had consumed the Kanji. The sky became
dark dl of asudden. Therewasheavy ranwith thunder andlightning.
Thisresulted in floodsin the surrounding areas. Itissaid that big
pots and vessel s used for preparing and storing Kanji had to be
tied to the big treeswith large rope which otherwise would have
flownaway inthe heavy wind.

By thisevent hetaught the faithful that everythingispossible
through prayers. Dn. Kuriakose by then had becomewell knownin
the Church circlesaswell asin hishometown. Peoplefromall walks
of life, gave duerespect to him. Themost important aspect of that
incident wasthat peoplewere ableto realize value of prayer and
fadting.
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Training and routines
at Parumala Seminary

Rev. Dn. Kuriakose achieved agolden opportunity to stay at
Parumala Seminary for sometime. Thisstay enabled the young
Deaconto follow the admirableand blessed stepsof St. Gregorios
of Parumala, thereal rolemodel of Pampady Thirumeni. Hewas
abletoimbibemany quditiesof piousand saintly lifeof S. Gregorios.
Deacon could meditateregularly andintermittently. He considered
it agreat occasion to observe and imitate the blessed life of the
Saint. It wasablessed rareinstancefor Dn. Kuriakose to submit
himsalf before God and to adopt alifestyle of steady and systematic
prayer and meditation within ashort span of time. He started to
base on acong stent timetabl e during that period which he continued
even after theelevation asaBishop.

He used to get up at 4 A.M. Immediately after reaching the
Church, heused to start prayers. His Grace was so particular that
all theinmates of the Dayaramust be present inthe Church at that
time. After getting over the canonical prayers, he used to spend
moretimeinside the Church for private prayersand meditation.
Evenwhilebeing the Metropolitan, during such private prayershe
used to cry aloud and weep for his sheep under his stewardship.
After breskfast hewould listen to the Newspaper reading and used
to dictate repliesto the letters. He would reach the church by 9
A .M for the next canonical prayers. It wastheturn of visitorsto
meet HisGrace after that prayer. By 12' o clock heusedto beinthe
Churchfor noon prayers. After theprayersat 3PM. at the Church,
heusedtoreceivevistorstill 5PM till thetimefor evening prayer.
After evening prayersheused to haveasmall eveningwak anda
shower before supper. After supper al inmates of the Dayaraused
to assemblein His Grace'sroom. They had to read one chapter
each from Old Testament, Psalms, Gospelsand Epistlesinturn. He
usedtomaintain Diaries. Exactly a 9 PM. dl weredlowedtogoto
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thelr beds. They weregiven the option either to sit for some more
timeslently or to goto deep. Midnight prayerswere completed by
himinthebedroom.

During the lent timeit wasamust for theinmatesto observe
fasting at |east unto the noon prayers. His Grace used tofast till 3
PM. Hewas o particular to conduct thetimely prayersat the exact
timings even when hewasin the car or aboat.

Ordination asapriest and Ramban

Rev. Dn. Kuriakose was ordained as priest by Murimattathu
Paulos Mar Ivanios Metropolitan. (Later the 1¢ Catholicos of
Malankara) on 28th July 1906 at Pampady Cathedral. Onthe next
day the same celebrant, raised Rev. Fr. Kuriakose as a Ramban
(Monk) at the same venue. On 30" July 1906, Very Rev. Kuriakose
Ramban had hisfirst celebration of Holy Qurbana. Thefaithful of
the Church celebrated theday asafedtival. A large number of people
bel onging to different religions and denominati onstoo participated
intheevents.

Very Rev. Kuriakose Ramban spent about ten years in the
Pampady Churchitself. During that timethe Parish and the Church
got the prospect to achieve manifold progress. Construction works
of the Church Building were carried out and completed under the
efficient supervison of Very Rev. Ramban. Thearchitectura works
of Church building in general and Sanctuary in particular arethe
main atractionsof the Church. Very Rev. Ramban’ sannouncements
inthe Church seeking help werecarried out by the parishionerswith
wholehearted sincerity and thefaithful used to assemblefor any sort
of manual help. Theworshippersused to bring sweetsand specia
eatablesasoffering to Very Rev Rambanwhousedto sharethem
among thevisitorsand workershappily with great pleasure.

When the Church congtruction wasinfull swing heusedto share
sweets and other eatables among the pupils of the School attached
to the Church. Thequantity usually served to each child wasmore



23 Pampady Thirumeni

than enough and they used to taketherest totheir parentsin packets.
Madathil Asan wasthe only teacher inthe school, wherethe saint
asohad studied, for along time. The pupilsof thosedayshad loved
Very Rev Ramban from the bottom of their hearts. Thesaint used to
teach them how to pray to God Almighty. Sometimeshe used to
givetheprayersinwritingtothechildren.

It was during that time that he was asked by Vattasseril Mar
Dionesius Metropolitan to teach in Orthodox Theological (Old)
Seminary.
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Place of lonely vows

When thefactiond riftswereincreasinginthe Church Very Rev.
Kuriakose Ramban longed to establish aDayaraof hisown. Hefelt
that such aplace was unavoidably required to enrich hispersonal
spirituality and lonely vows. He beseeched to God earnestly with
tearsfor the need.

Madathil Asan, hisprimary teacher cameforward for hisbel oved
student’shdp. InthosedaysPothenpuram Hill remained likeaforest
withsometd| andlargetrees, bushesand shrubs. Thisplacebe onged
to Madathil Asan. Asthe sagesof ancient Indiahad depended on
wildforestsfor their meditation and fasting, Very Rev. Ramban
depended on thewild forestsashisrefuge. Madathil Asan whole
heartedly set gpart 12 acresof land and offered to V. Rev. Ramban.
Theland wasregistered inthe name of V. Rev. Ramban on 30" Aug
1913. Dueto shortage of funds, construction worksof the Dayara
had to be postponed.

H. H. Moran Mar Basdlios Paulose |, the then Catholicos of
Malankarawastaking rest at Old Seminary duetoillness. V. Rev.
Kuriakose Ramban reached there soon and served HisHoliness.
Hewasvery much pleased in Rambachen’s servicesand used to
cdl him affectionately “ My Rambachen”.

Pampady Dayara started functioning from ahut on 24 May
1914. Rambachen spent timein thehut in day timeand the nightsat
the Pampady Church. By theinterestsof thefollowers, atemporary
Dayara was made at Pothenpuram and on 14 June 1914
Rambachen started living there. Considering thewish of Vattasseril
Mar Dionesius Metropolitan, the foundation stone of the Main
Dayarabuilding waslaid on 30" July 1914. Construction works
started soon with thefinancial help of well wishers. Hefasted for
three daysin continuation prior to moving into the new Dayara
building. On 2+ July 1915, aman who was deaf and dumb joined
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the Dayara. Hewaslater the most trustworthy companion of the
saint for morethan 50 years. On 160 April 1916, one Mr. Mathai
asojoinedthe Dayara. Mathai wasdeputed to collect ricefromthe
neighboring housesas offertory. On 28 May 1920, thefoundation
stone of the first Church was laid by Yuakim Mar lvanios
Metropolitan. It took three yearsto compl etethework. Rambachen
used to fast for the entire period of construction from morning till
evening. Theeyewitnesses say that arare star had appearedinthe
sky at noon on the day onwhich theroof of the Church wasfixed.
On 30" Jan 1923, the Church construction was completed and it
was consecrated by Vattasseril Mar DionesiusMetropolitan and H.
G GeevargheseMar PhiloxenosMetropolitan (VakathanamH. H.
Geevarghese| Catholicos).

Conversion of Pothenpuram Mount asM ount Tabore

Pothenpuram Mount wasre-named asMount Tabor by Vettasseril
Mar DionesiusMetropolitan, who ishonored asthe [ lluminator of
theChurch’. Mar DionesiusMetropolitan had arrived at the Dayara
and stayed therefor three daystogether. The silence and calmness
aswell asthe serenity prevailed, had catalytically influenced the
ambience which was noticed by the great Church Father whoin
turn re-named the mount as Mount Tabor.

Pampady Thirumeni had maintained ahabit of helping any one
who approached him for any sort of help. So people of different
types of needs used to approach him at M ount Tabor. Number of
such help seekersincreased day by day. Patientswho had beeniill
for long periodsgot sudden relief for their diseases soon after the
prayersof Pampady Thirumeni. Thirumeni would not send them
back without giving anything. Many were asked to stay back inthe
Dayara and to have food from there. The paternal affection
overflowed. Thosewho stayed at the M ount Tabor would go back
with memories of the new experiences. The broken family
relationshipsdueto fight or quarrel got reconciled. Personswith
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difference of opinion were madeto sit around atable and were
asked to have sweets or other eatables from the same plate and
afterwardsthey were guided to forgive each other. Thefinancialy
broken peoplewere pacified. They werecharged with mental courage
and motivated to aspire new avenues. Encouragement to fetch
livelihood was passed through advices, prayersand blessings. The
hungry and the downtrodden mostly half naked also wereasort of
regular vistorsof theDayara. They al were sent back with paterna
affection, granting them enough food clothes money and aboveall
peaceful and loving wordsof comfort and relief. Henever bothered
to count such money and did not have such aconcernfor keeping
reservesfor the next day.

Many parentsused to bring their childrenfor their better education
with hisprayersand blessings. The educated youth used to reach
there seeking theintercession to find out asuitable position. Those
who were blessed used to assembl ethereto expresstheir gratitude
for what they had gained.
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Chapter 111

Elevation asa Metropaolitan

Very Rev Kuriakose Ramban who was el evated to the position
at the age of 21, was compelled by the Church leaders and
Metropolitansto take up the position of aMetropolitan of the Church.
But heused to dip away from the compulsions mentioning that he
was not worthy to hold that position. Vattasseril Mar Dionesius
Metropolitan and Mar Ivanios Metropolitan insisted. They
compulsorily asked himto accept the position. Asaresult when he
was 44, he was consecrated as a Bishop on 16" Feb 1929. The
officid name* Kuriakose Mar Gregorios’ wasgranted to the newly
elevated Bishop. The ceremony took placeat Mar EliaCathedral,
Kottayam where H. H. Moran Mar Baselios Geevarghese |1,
Catholicoswasthe chief celebrant.. HisHolinesswas elevated as
the Catholicoseon 15" Feb 1929. Thelove and affection between
thesetwo saintly Fatherswas so sound and it had lasted for avery
long time. HisHolinesswaskeeninvisting the Pampady Dayaraas
and when time permitted him and they both had utilized such events
much meaningfully together.

Onthe5" day of the consecration asaMetropolitan, HisHoliness
and His Grace were given awarm reception from K ottayam to
Pampady. It was so grand and enthusiastic. People gathered all the
way from Kottayam till Pampady on both sides of the main street.

His Grace gave primeimportanceto education of the socially
backward classes. His Grace gaveimportancefor English education
a atimewhen primary educationwasaso afinancia burdenfor the
working classpeople. So His Gracelonged for aSchool inhisown
village. As aresult an English High School was established at
Pampady. The School wasgiventhename®M.GM. EnglishHigh
Schoal” by thewd | wishers, asamemorid of ther saintly and beloved
Metropolitan. An auditoriumwiththename*M.GM. Auditorium’
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wasaso built later, whichisthefirst community Hal inthevillage.

Karappuzha (Kottayam) Mar Gregorios Chapel is another
memorial, which was raised when His Grace was alive. Such
memorid inditutionswereerected hereand therewhilehewasdive.
Theblessings obtained by so many through theintercession of the
piouslifewerethereasonsbehind such actsand deeds. His Grace
hed offered avery val uable serviceto the Church astheMetropolitan
of Kottayam Diocesefor avery long time. Theholiness, smplicity,
humbl eness and staunch dependence on God's Guidance arethe
uniquefeaturesof His Grace' ssuccessful life.

Again at Parumala Seminary

Assoon ashewaselevated asaMetropolitan, His Gracewas
entrusted with theday to day affairsof ParumalaSeminary. AsHis
Grace had adeep affection and respect to S. Gregoriosof Parumala,
hetook it asablessing. From that time His Grace used to spend a
few daysin devotion and fasting at Parumalaevery year.

It wasatimewhen Mar Severios M etropolitan had embraced
the Roman Catholicfaith. Mar Kuriakose Gregorios M etropolitan
had to carry on the charge of the Parumala Seminary until Mar
Philoxenos Metropolitan (Puthencavu) was e evated asaBishop.
All the visitors and inmates of Parumala had a great respectful
approach to Pampady Thirumeni. All considered hisprayersasa
blessing. Usually therewerelong queuesfor the prayer. Mothers
wereeager to get thehands of His Graceto bekept ontheforehead
of their children. They believed that their children would bebright
and smart if Pampady Thirumeni had prayed for them. They believed
that hisblessingswould alleviate diseasesand if therewereany,
would get relief and cure.

Parumala had not reached such prominencethen asit enjoys
today. When Pampady Thirumeni was present there, peoplewere
keento bearound. Theordinary peopleliked the presence of that
holy persondity. Sothey found it agreat opportunity to assemblein
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His Grace's presence whenever it was possible. His Graceloved
the Church anditsmembersthemost. HisGracehad donated al his
worldly gainsfor the Church. Hestrongly believed that whatever
wereunder hispossession, they belonged tothe Church. TheDayara,
the Church and all the wealth, which he had gained by way of
donationsof thewell wishers, weregiveninwriting to the Church
fund. HisGracelived asabest exampleto handlethe public property.

Simplicity of His Gracewas so significant. Moderate styl e of
living was adopted in esting and clothing. Hisfood wasonly for the
namesake. So a so hisdressingswere so smpleand humble. He
had enjoyed feeding otherswith hisown hands. If hehad heard the
voiceof anyoneseeking help hewould comeout immediately tothe
needy and offer whatever was available, food kept asidefor him.
HisGracefound happinessinfeeding others, with what hehad often
received from well-wishersor faithful.

Trustee of the Catholicate Fund

Pampady Thirumeni’ sservicesasthetrustee of the Catholicate
fund were certainly appreciable. Asamatter of fact it waswell
cherished by people from all walks of the Church. He was so
cautious, deeply dedicated and entirely responsiblein handling the
publicfunds.

Mr. P.N. Ninan who was serving the Catholicate Office asthe
Deputy Secretary for alongtimehadtravelled severd timesto many
placeswith Thirumeni. Oncewhen they weretravellinginacar
through K. K. Road, Kottayam, to a pre-planned destination to
collect thefunds, the car entered the Kanjikuzhy Brigde. Thirumeni
all of asudden asked “Ninachen, if thedriver of our car turnsthe
steering either to the right or to the left, what would happen?’
Ninachen replied undoubtedly, but with reverence“the car would
fdl intothedepthandweall will havetofacedeath”. Then Thirumeni
said, “look, how careful isthedriver in controlling thecar?Helooks
after our well being. Ninachen! God is our driver. | am a
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Metropolitan, and you areasecretary. If God Almighty isnot guiding
us, what what would happento us? God Almighty iscontrolling and
guiding us. So our attempts won't be futile’. Mr. P. N. Ninan
remembersthat thesaint’ swordswereabsolutely divineasthat day’s
collection wasagreat amount when compared to the other days
collections.

Thirumeni had depended on the Grace of God alwaysthroughout
hislifeinstead of depending on hisown abilitiesand qualities. He
wasawaysguided by suchunflinchingfaiththat “1 would beableto
do everything through Christ who strengthensme”. Hewas quite
satisfied with what he had. The Saint was so particular that his
position asaMetropolitan should not beacausefor saf-gppreciation,
projection and propaganda. He had always considered himself as
one among the ordinary faithful. He had always honored people
belonging to other groupsand with different opinions. Hiscomplete
lifewaslikeadlent message. Though hewasnot muchrichinsavings,
hewasrichingiving alms. Thirumeni was never bothered to see
how much had. Hewould reach hishand searching hisown pockets
and draw out whatever isthereto hel p the poor and the needy. The
effectsof that silent speech are echoing in the minds of thousands
and thousandsof faithful.

Thought of Death

Pampady Thirumeni wasawaysguided by thought about death
andlifeafter life. HisGrace used to exhort hisvisitorsfour things
with specia emphasis. They weredesth, final judgment, salvation
and hell. Thirumeni had special carein preparing every step of his
life. He had constructed atomb in aroom attached to the Church
about 17 yearsbefore hisdeath. Assoon asthetomb wasready, he
used to spend timein devotion in thetomb room. He used to take
rest therefrequently.

Thirumeni wasso particular and earnest in prayers. Theworship
of the Saint was so attractive and touching. Inoneof hislast sermons
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it was said that the young priests must take care to conduct the
sarvicesorderly and systematicaly. And they must try to maketheir
serviceattractive. If they do so the elderswould also be honored.
Hisprayerswereso effectiveto createtransformationsinthelisteners
minds. They weresincere asthey came out from the bottom of his
sincereheart. He celebrated thefirst and last communion service of
hislifeinthevery same manner. Hewas so particular inkeeping the
timing of beginning and ending of each service. Evenwhen hewas
engaged in some conversation with V.1.Ps, that did not prevent him
from conducting timely prayersand not delaying them. Heused to
pray at midnight in the bedroomitsalf. Thirumeni used to sob and
pray for longtime. If ever Thirumeni had listened to some unhappy
newsfrom newspaper or Radio, immediately hewould pray with
tearsfor the suffering. Heused to ask, “ L ord Jesus, thou had prayed
thewhole night, even when therewas no need for you to pray. In
that case how we could spend thewhol e night for deeping?’ Many
faithful had depended on the Saint’sintercessonwhilehewasdive
itself. So also many depend on his prayersand intercession even
after hisentranceto the heavenly abode.

Thirumeni had told many times* Degthissure for each and every
one, so we should awaysremember that” . Hetook it apleasureto
vigtal known patientsin the Hospitals. Usualy Thirumeni would
take some presentsor fruitsfor them.

Angel of Peace

During histenureasaMetropolitan of the Church, therewere
two groupsin prevaence. Therewas an unpleasant situationinthe
Church duetotheriftsand differences of opinion between thetwo
groups. Metropolitans, priests and laymen of each group had
considered the opposite group asenemy. But Pampady Thirumeni
remained between thetwo groupsasashining star. Thirumeni had
no hesitationtovist andto maintainfriendshipwiththeMetropolitans
of the other group; who had favored and supported the Patriarch.
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HisGrace had been earnestly praying for theend of thestruggleand
for complete peacein the Church. The spirit of love had influenced
him much. When Paulos Mar Athanasius Metropolitan of the
Patriarcha sidewasbedridden at Alwaye Seminary, hehad beento
hisbedsdeforgetting al partisan thoughtsand presented somegifts
to Mar Athanas usMetropolitan. Pampady Thirumeni waswel comed
withawarmembraceby Mar Athanas usMetropolitan S ght of which
wasquitesurprising to the eyewitnesses. Similarly His Grace used
tovisit Michagl Mar Dionesius Metropolitan at Manarcad Church
and had tried to find out solution for the problemsthat had surfaced
inthe Church. When H.H. MoranMar IgnatiusYacub I11, Patriarch
visited Kerala, after attaining peace in the Church, Pampady
Thirumeni wasvery tired and weak. Still His Grace made attempts
tomeet HisHolinessat Old Seminary, K ottayam.

All problemsof the Parishesweremelting like*‘iceinthesunlight’
inthepresence of Thirumeni. If thereweretwo opinions, hewould
listento both and finally comeout with hisown opinionwhichwould
be acceptablefor both. Many times he had resorted to fasting till
thedifferenceswerereconciled. Thirumeni received reverenceand
affection of thefaithful by hislove, humbleness, forgivenessand
prayers. Once, Thirumeni was conducting the burial of apriest of
thechurch. Thedissdent group tried to takethe dead body to another
Church. But dueto theinitiative of somefaithful, it was brought
back. Thirumeni wasunaffected by theseincidents, did not get angry
or say anything adversely. Once when His Grace visited
Mulanthuruthy Church so many people assembled there. People
belonging to the opposite group were shouting slogans while
Thirumeni waspraying insidethe Church. The oppositefaction was
amazed at Thirumeni’sbehavior, sinceinstead of getting angry he
prayed for them and blessed al who had assembled there.

True lover of the Church
Pampady Thirumeni had madeit apoint to advisethefaithful to
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besincereto the Holy Church aways. His Gracewasaware of the
spiritua and worldly needs of the Church and confident that God
would provide. Henever ever encouraged worldly gains, which he
believed would causelossof spiritudity. Today Pampady Thirumeni
iIsremembered by thousandsof faithful because of theimmeasurable
degreeof spirituaity theHoly Father maintained.

Thirumeni did hisbest to make afinancial foundation for the
Churchto bestrong and stable. In 1935 His Grace wasthe president
of the Catholicatefund. Thirumeni had obtained full support of all
lay leaders and the prominent members of the Church. Thefund
collection wasthe beginning of the present Catholicate day Fund.

Itisnot so difficult to mould apreacher. Thereare many social
organizations, which do helpinmoulding orators. But it isagreat
difficulty to mould an orator who is living example of what he
preaches. The quality could be obtained only through hard work
and alifestyle of systematic observation of virtues. Therewasa
strong relation between hisdeedsand hislifestyle. HisGrace's
messageswere so impressive, attractive and splendid. HisGrace
spokefluently about love and expounded that lifewasfull of love.
HisGracenot only taught to loveenemies, but exhibited that through
hisown deedspracticaly.

Division in the Church was areal challenge that Pampady
Thirumeni hadtoface. In 1934 Thirumeni wastaking rest infront of
Nilackel Church after the day’s convention speech. HisGracewas
taking to the organizers of the convention. “What isthe need of
conditionsfor the Peace? Can we not find a solution beyond all
thesethrough theredl love?’” Thirumeni wasasking these questions
to al who had surrounded him. In those days so many peace
initiativeshad been under processing . Itissurethat the prayersof
many saintslike Pampady Thirumeni, weretheingpiring factorsfor
thereestablishment of peacein the Church. Inoneof hisorderswe
read “ Beloved, you must pray at homeand whileattending theHoly
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Qurbanafor theworld peace aswell as peace and stability of our
Church. Youmust pray that Holy Spirit will guideour Church Fethers.
| dorequest thisneed beforeyour love and affection”.

Metropolitan of Priests

Pampady Thirumeni had ordained anumber of priests. Rev. Fr.
Kuriakose Parackel wasthefirst priest and Rev. Fr. P. C. Yohannan
(previous Ramban) was the last priest ordained by Pampady
Thirumeni.

LL HG Daniel Mar Philoxenos Metropolitan wrote once: “the
consideration of Pampady Thirumeni towardsthe priestsand High
priestswas so remarkable. My Father Rev. Fr. Easow wasadisciple
of Thirumeni. | haveheardfrommy father about hishonorableteacher
with emotional feeling of respect and awe. Whenever | visited His
Grace at Pothenpuram, His Grace used to advise me; you all must
pray well. And also inspire creating the practice of prayer among
our people. Importance must be given to this aspect wherever
possble”

Once, two priestsof aParish had difference of opinion between
them. Membersof the Parish got divided intotwo eech groupfavoring
apriest. Theissuebecameso seriousand it resulted in serious mental
strain. So Thirumeni sent some prominent prieststo that Parish for
negotiationsto maintain peace and harmony. But all attemptswere
invain. HisGracelater vidgted the Parish but it wasa so not successful.
After sometime, ThomasMar DionesiusMetropolitantriedtofind
some away. His Grace' sattempts aswell asthat of H.H. Moran
Mar Basdlios Geevarghese |l Catholicosedid not succeed.

Pampady Thirumeni continued prayersfor peace. His Grace
visited the Parish again with afirm decision to establish peace. His
Graceannounced 1 won't go back until | would see perfect peace.”
And soon HisGracestarted prayerswith fasting. Somewel | wishers
asojoined Thirumeni’ sprayerson the second day. On thethird day
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aso many moreattended thefasting prayer. Thosewho wereadamant
started to re-think. One group approached His Grace and requested
for forgiveness. They aso confirmed their willingnessto accept the
decision of HisGrace, whatever it may be. On thefourth day the
other group a so approached His Grace and informed His Grace
the same aswhat the other group said. By 2 p.m. the Church bell
rang. All alike welcomed Thirumeni’s decision and rifts were
completely heded.

When Thirumeni was bedridden, many priestsand faithful were
staying inthe Dayaral/premisesready for any sort of service.

V. Rev. Yohnan Mulamoottil Cor-Episcopa, one of the senior
priestsof Mumbai Dioceseremembers. “my father Rev. Fr. C. O.
Joshua, Vadakedathu M ulamoottil, Omallur, had been adiscipleof
St. Pampady Thirumeni. Hewas ordained Deacon and Priest by
the Saint. My father served the Saint asthe priest secretary from
1932-1940. My father’ slifewas muchinfluenced by theteachings,
visonsand directionsof the Saint. My father entered hisheavenly
abode on 6 Jan. 1965 and on Jan 6, 2016, we conducted the golden
Jubileeof hisdemise, whilewhole Church observesthegolden Jubilee
of thedemise of my father’sgreat master and guide. May theSaint’s
continued prayersbeafortressfor al.”

Simple life and Compassion

Pampady Thirumeni isone of therareleadersintheworldwho
wasabletoimplement radical changesinthe society by hissmple
lifeand high thinking. His Grace maintained smplicity in histalks,
deeds, dress, food habitsand it became acharacteristic of hisentire
lifestyle.

Insummer theinmates of the Dayarahad to bring water fromthe
wellsinthevalleysof Mount Tabor, sincethewell inthe Dayara
compound would becomedry. Severa times Thirumeni himsdlf had
joined themvoluntarily inthe herculean task of bringingwater from
far. Many people used to visit His Gracein those dayswhen and
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where there were no proper roadsto the Dayara. The number of
peopl e seeking helpsand amsaso increased day by day. Those
visitors who seemed to come from distance, were treated by
Thirumeni inthemost hospitable manner. Heused to rush water for
washing their face and legs and offer something cold or hot for
drinking. Thehungry werefed by him by offering different kindsof
fruitsand sweets. Sweetsand bakery itemsbrought by visitorsas
gift to Thirumeni would be served and distributed by himamong the
guestsand others especidly the poor and needy.

Once, one old man camefor help. His Grace asked the cook to
givesomerice. Thedeaf and dumb cook informed through sign
language that thericeavailablein stock washardly enough for the
guest andinmatesfor supper. Yet Thirumeni indgsted to givethe poor
man what wasthere, to the utmost displeasure of the cook towhom
hesaid, ‘ God will providefor us' . . The cook obeyed hismaster
with hesitation. After about one or two hours, abullock cart camein
front of the Dayarawith full of rice, vegetables, bananasand food
meaterialswhich afaithful devotee of Thirumeni had sent.

HisGrace sdressngwasad sosmple. Once, Thirumeni wasgetting
ready to go somewhereto blessawedding service. A good dress
wasgivento HisGrace by oneof theassstants. Thirumeni returned
it and asked for the usua oneon the hanger and said: ‘thismust be
giventothedderly priest who visited uslast week. Theparishioners
do not take care of him.” One of therelatives of His Grace had
presented acostly blanket to him. Thirumeni gaveit to apoor man
whowasshivering onarainy day. WWhenthedonor madeacomplant,
Thirumeni said; ‘ don’'t you know that what you do to the poor and
needy isdonefor our Lord. If wedo not do our daily tasks at the
right time, the stoneswould rise up for action and they would praise
God!’
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Respect for Parents, Teachersand Elders

Thirumeni had great concern towards hisparentsfromtheearly
yearsof the blessed childhood. His Grace wanted to emphasizethe
need of respecting and honoring parents, teachersand elders. In
thismatter Thirumeni had very strong and stable opinion. Heused
to teach children the need for respecting Parents. In hisblessed
voiceand nicetune, Thirumeni usedtosing:

“1f you bow beforefeet Of your parentswith humblenessand
respect, You could have happinessand blessings, Moreand more
frombeloved elders.”

Thirumeni had great respect towards hisguru of the primary
classes, who had given the Pothenpuram Hill to Thirumeni. Even
when His Grace climbed step by step hirearchy of priesthood and
spirituality, henever forgot hisMaster. His Grace' srespect to the
Master wasincreasing and it lasted till theend of life. When his
Guru, becamephysically weak dueto old age, Thirumeni used to
visit him every now and then. His Grace had oved and respected
all, irrespective of castereligion and sects.

When beggarsand the peopl e affected with contagious di seases
reached Dayara, Thirumeni used to welcome them saying “my
brothers are coming” and he used to serve them food and greet
themwholeheartedly. Once, aleper cameto the Dayara. Thirumeni
held hishand and took him to the bedroom and asked him to take
rest. Hewastreated asan honorable guest. Thirumeni gavehimall
what he needed. When hewasabout to go, Thirumeni followed him
to the Gate and waited there till he disappeared from the sight.
Thirumeni wasever grateful to thosewho had extended any kind of
sarviceto him andloved them passionately. Any one conveying any
type of needswould not be disappointed. His Grace had extended
financia helpto many poor peoplefor conducting marriages of
their daughters/sgters.
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Chapter IV
L oving Judge

Oncemembersof aParishreached the Dayarato meet HisGrace
and they had to wait for sometime, as Thirumeni had beento a
Hospital whereVery Rev. M. C. Kuriakose Ramban and Rev. Fr.
Thomas Pandanalil wereadmitted. Assoon as Thirumeni reached,
he went to the ordinary patients and said, “as| am the spiritual
father of dl, | havetoattend dl adike. It may be God'swill that | am
busy. I liketo reach out and offer my help whereitisrequired. We
must serve and help the struggling people as much aswe can. |
often sharewhat | havewith theneedy. They al havebeen entrusted
tomeandweall arethe children of Mother Church.”

Whenever there were rifts or problems in the Parishes, the
concerned peoplewere asked to reach Dayara. If no solution was
found then, Thirumeni would visit the Parishtryingto arriveat a
permanent peace. His Grace had settled not only Parish problems
but asoalot of family problems. Whenthe husband and wifereached
therein hostility they were madeto sit on both sides of the same
tableand His Grace served sweets accompanied by sweet loving
ingtructionsand advices. Reconciliation of problemsat HisGrace's
disposal was quite easy and quick. Those who had burdens of
financid loss, mentd suffering etc werea so pacified.

Once, HisGracereached Pallom St Paul’s Orthodox Churchto
settle aproblem. There were two prominent groups. One group
wanted to retainthe Vicar there. The other group wanted to get the
Vicar transferred. During thegeneral body meeting Thirumeni said,
“1 came here asthe Metropolitan of Kottayam Diocese. | don’t
know what to tell you asyou all arealiketo meand beloved.” “I
have only onerequest: you should not add mental strainto me.”
Followingthis, tears started flowing out from hiseyesfor along
time. Thissight made adynamic changeinthemindsof all. The
listeners could not hold back tears anymore and told him to take
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any decision and thesamewould be binding toal. Thirumeni said,
“Let’'spray.” After theprayer His Grace faced the congregation.
When they saw the bright grace on hisface, they became scared.
Thirumeni said, “1 am pleased now. May God blessyou. | will take
aproper decision and an Encyclica order soon.”

TheGreat Orator

Pampady Thirumeni led asacrificid life. HisGracehad longedto
bethetruewitnessof Lord Jesuswho offered Himself asasacrifice
onthecross. W. B. Yeats words, “Loveof Godisinfinitefor every
human soul because every human soul isunique’, weretrueinthe
lifeof Thirumeni. Henot only preached “ call no manworthlessfor
whom Christ died”, but aso practiced that inthe practicad life. In
1930 His Grace delivered a sermon at the Nilackel convention
immediately after theofficia inauguration. It wasbased on St. Luke
12:47-48. “ And that servant who knew his master’s will but did
not get ready or act according to his will, shall receive a severe
beating. But the one who did not know, and did what deserved
a beating, will receive a light beating. Everyone to whom much
was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom
they entrusted much, they will demand the more. “

A few wordsfrom His Grace made asudden transformation in
themindsof about 5000 listeners, whereasthe so-called “ interesting
messages had no effect on listenersat all. Astold by Shakespeare
in, “Winter’'sTa€ “ Silence of innocence persuadeswhen speaking
fails’, the puresilence of innocence wasthe distinctivenessof His
Grace. Inall Bibleconventionsevery year thereafter at Nilackel,
HisGracewas present giving out the concluding message. Heused
very limited, but chosenwordsonly. Sothey wereawaysshort and
sweet. Those messageswerered ly thought provoking and touching.
But the centrd attraction that madelistenersto get glued to hiswords
wasthe holinessof the personality that overshadowed the sermons
and messages. Thetopics most liked by His Grace were prayer,
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fagting, Lent, Secrificeetc. When HisGracewasexplainedinample
language what isknown, it had atouch of freshnessand cuddling
affection. Thereisatradition about St. John. He alwayshad spoken
about love. Once, one of hisassistants asked “last week also you
had spoken on thetheme-you must loveeach other.” St. Johnreplied
“I havenothing e setotell other than prayer, fasting, and lent.” Indll
thesehewas so practical. Thesamewasrelevant to HisGrace al so.

Thirumeni had chosen thetopics, which hehad mastered aready.
Hehad tried to follow the steps of our Saviour and tried toimitate
Lord. If an orator with no practical experience of prayer, fasting
andlove, make sermonswith hisattractivewordsand smart delivery
of the message, that would make sound only, not penetrating the
minds of listeners. His Grace's sermonswere soaked in hisown
practical experienceswhich madetremendousimpact.

Friend of Children

Every evening Thirumeni made surethat hehad awalk till the
boundary of the Dayara at around 4 p.m. Many children from
neighborhood used to assemblethereat thesametime. They indulged
inplayingwhilerearingtherr cattle. Oneof theassstantsof HisGrace
would be accompanying Thirumeni with some sweetsor fruitsas
desired by Thirumeni. It wasausual scenethat Thirumeni then
distributed thoseitemsto the children.

Inthosedaysboysof 12-14 yearsweregiven ordination assub-
deacons after which they were sent to the Seminary tolearn Syriac
and Liturgy. Theyoung oneswho had stayed at the Dayarawith His
Grace have narrated about the punishments (beatings) for offenses
if any, most of the time for not concentrating in prayers or
misbehaving. However, immediately after punishment Thirumeni
would call them affectionately to hisside offering sweets/fruitsetc.
Many of them longed to get punishments from Thirumeni to
experiencehisaffection and consderedit ablessing.
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It wasthehabit of Thirumeni tovisit the School near the Church
quite often. Children there a'so loved Thirumeni passionately.
Whenever Thirumeni visited the School, hewould takead ong some
sweetsor fruitsor some other eatablesfor the children.

In 1940, Headmaster of M.D. Seminary High School reached
Dayarafor avisit with theinmates of the School’sboarding home.
They all stayed therefor three days and on these days Thirumeni
took the burden of serving mealsto them. Thirumeni’sfaceglowed
with radiance when he served them food. In between the meals,
Thirumeni gave biscuits, cakes, sweets, oranges and other fruits.
Because of Thirumeni’sextreme affectionate acts, children did not
want to go back to the School.

When thetime camefor departing, teachersand studentswere
about to approach Thirumeni to say farewell. At that moment two
studentscameto the Headmaster and said with great grief and guilty
consciousness, “ Sir, we did amistake. We plucked the bunch of
grapes from Thirumeni’s vineyard without permission.” When
Thirumeni heard thisnewsfrom the Headmaster, hesaid, “O my
God, | never thought that my childrenwould haveadesrelikethis.”
ThenHisGrace asked someoneto pluck the other bunchesof grapes
also and distributed them among the children by himself. If it was
someone elsein his placethe situation would have been different
with pestering questions, “What did you do?Becareful infuture. If
you desiresomething, youmust ask thepermissonfirg.” Thirumeni’s
kindness madethe children and teachershappy dikeand madethem
more attached to him.

Healing the sick by prayer

Vengasseril Markose, aconverted Christian and aneighbour of
theDayarasays. “In my family therewere so many problemsof evil
spirits. | could not deepwell asif | washaving breathing trouble. |
havesuffered alot. | tried severd ways. But al my attemptswerein
vain. Atlast | gpproached Pothenpuram Thirumeni. After listening
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tome, Thirumeni asked to pray inthe DayaraChurch, continuousy
for threedays. Whenever Thirumeni wasending theusua prayers
and was starting hisprivate prayers, he used to place the blessed
hand on my forehead and pray. On thethird day evening when |
reached home after the prayers, | was about to go to bed.
Immediately | felt heavy breathing trouble. | triedto cry for help but
the sound did not come out of my throat. Suddenly | saw alady in
full and bright robes escorted by two gentlemeninlong robes. They
appeared likelightning. They sent out the evil spiritsinme. From
that day thereisnotroubleat al.”

ChemayakkaraK unjappan another neighbour of theDayarasays.
“My daughter wasfrightened on her way to her mother’shouse.
Whenthechild reached back home, shehad highfever. Sheremained
unconsciousfor about aweek without food. Many doctors came
and attended her, but neither they could identify the disease nor do
any treatment. All got worried that thegirl could not be saved. Her
brotherstook her to Thirumeni to have aprayer before her death.
Whenthegirl wasbrought, Thirumeni wasprayinginthetombroom.
Suddenly thegirl startedto cry inloud voice. Thegirl waskept lying
onthefloor. HisGrace placed hiscrosson her forehead and prayed.
“Don'tpunishme, | shdl go”. Suchavoicecamefrom her. Thirumeni
asked who shewasand asked thereason for entering thechild. The
voicesad, “l anAnna. When | saw thisyounggirl, | enteredin her
body.” Thirumeni asked the evil spirit to promisethat shewon'’t
troublethegirl again aswell asany other human being. Theevil
spirit took oath and left the place. The girl got up asif shewas
sleeping. His Grace ordered to givefood from there and advised
her to have prayer dwaysespecially before going to bed.

Once, Thirumeni wastrave lingto Vennikkulam. Ontheway His
Grace was stopped by some faithful to pray for aman who had
snakebiteand the person wasinacritical condition. Many Doctors
examined himand al had refused to treat him. Both the Doctors of
modernand local aternative medicine could not savehimin spite of
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their hard endeavor. Everybody realized that hewasin aserious
conditionand waiting for thelast breath.

However, when Thirumeni prayed and touched him, miraculoudly,
he got up and had light food. He was able to walk slowly to his
house.

In 1927 one of the nephews of His Grace had small pox and was
inavery critica condition. Hewas quarantined without any contact
with any human being. Hewasin total isolation alonein ahouse
ignored by all dear and near ones. When Thirumeni heard about it,
he rushed to that house and stayed with him extending al possible
helps. After Thirumneni spending oneday inthe house, therecame
about asuddenincredible changein the patient. The next morning
he became perfectly aright. The signs of the small pox also had
disappeared.
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Fr. Damien of Malankara Church

Kunnamkulam, astronghold of Orthodox Chrigtians, wasaffected
with killer disease, plague in 1935. People, mostly engaged in
business, had their houses on both sides of the main road and the
placewas generally known as Kunnamkulam Angady (Market).
Theforefathershad designed the Angady in the shape of the cross.
Asthe houseswere close by, the epidemic sowed vast disasters so
eadly.

Itissaid that one of therats, which was affected by plaguein
Tamil Nadu, wastrapped in the goods |oaded to ashopkeeper in
Kunnamkulam. The plague attacked the shopkeeper first and he
died. Many rats perished soon here and there. So also men and
womendiedinlargenumbers. All werefrightened and the newsgot
wide publicity soon. Doctorsand specialistscertified that it was
plague. Preventivevaccination centerswereopenedin certain aress.
Peoplewerefrightened and al alike started prayers.

WhenH.H. Moran Mar Baselios Geevarghesel |, Catholicose,
heard about it, hewasvery much upset andin great agony. Pampady
Thirumeni at the same time came to “Old Seminary”- (where
Catholicosewas staying) accidentally and cameto know about the
disaster. HisGraceimmediately volunteered to go to Kunnamkulam
and informed His Holiness about his decision. He a'so made
preparationsfor thejourney. Hearing thismany wholoved Thirumeni
requested and tried to persuade him not to go to Kunnamkulam
wherethekiller diseasewasaready tormenting people. HisGrace
told them confidently : “you areafraid of my future. But you arenot
sure of God'spower. That’swhy you aretrying to hinder mefrom
goingto Kunnamkulam.” Lot of faithful, on hearing thenews, resched
there. HisGracetold themall: “My beloved, you al must know
God'spower and ability. | am going with on my own. Nobody has
compelled me. Thefaithful of Kunnamkulam are also my beloved
people. So be courageous and hopeful. You all must pray for our
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brethren of Kunnamkulam.”

WhenThirumeni reeched Trissur Railway Station, thereaso came
somefaithful trying to persuade Thirumeni to drop theideaof going
to Kunnamkulam. But nobody could stop Thirumeni. When he
reached the boarder of Kunnamkulam, heraised his Sleeba, made
the sign of the Cross and blessed the town. The residents of
Kunnamkulam could feel asort of heavenly power penetrating and
fillingthat areawith thearrival of theSaint totheir midst. Thedisease
started dwindling and satanic powerscameto aculmination. The
Graceof God drovead | negative powersout of thetota area, through
the earnest prayersof HisGrace.

The Shepherd whowasnot afraid of the plague.

An article had appeared in the Gomathy News paper, published
from Trissur, with the above heading. The piece of newswas as
follows. “ From the moment the newswas heard that plague broke
out in Kunnamkulam, HisHolinessthe Catholicos-the head of the
Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church started conducting special
prayers. Assoon asH. G Mar Kuriakose Gregorios Metropolitan
heard the news, he hurried to Kunnamkulam. The Church
representativesat Trissur Railway Station received him. When people
weretrying tofleefrom Kunnamkulam, this Shepherd camly reached
themidst of theepidemic. HisGrace started staying in Kunnamkulam
Church. Actudly thelocd dwellerswereignorant of the diseaseand
itsremedies. They werenot aware of any treatment of the disease.
The epidemic spread vigoroudy and mercilesdy day by day. Many
houseswere attacked by the epidemic. Thosewho werenot locals
left the place without consideration of their employment and
responsibilities. Priests, Pastors, employees of Govt. and private
sectorsfled from Kunnamkulam. Assoon asHis Grace arrived at
the Church situated in the center of thetown, heannounced to the
thousandsof faithful “| have cometo thisplaceto livewith youand
todiewithyou. If you arein need of any sort, | shall do my best.
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You must observe afast of three daysand must have prayerswith
fasting. God Almighty will driveaway thiskiller disease.” HisGrace
vidted housesof dl peopleirrespectiveof any sort of discrimination.

Upon hisinitiative oneof the Church buildingswas converted
into aplague Hospital and it was handed over to the Government
Hedlth Dept. HisGracevisited the patientsthere severd timesdaily
and prayedfor oneand dl. Whenever Thirumeni visited, they sensed
aradical change, asort of miraculoushappening. All peoplefirmly
believed that God wouldn’t forsake them aslong asa Saint was
withthem. Thirumeni had to meet the spiritua needsof themembers
of other denominationsastheir priestesand pastorshad fled from
there.

Many non-Chrigtiansembraced Chrigtianity. ThethreedaysFast
(Nineveh Fast) d so gpproached during that period. So somefaithful
suggested observing thefasting prayer for plague also along with
(asacontinuation) the official three days Fast. But HisGracedid
not gpprovethe suggestion saying that no oneisauthorizedtolengthen
or shorten the canonical Lentsand Fasts.

A Heavenly Procession

Assoon asHis Grace reached Kunnamkulam, the unceasing
prayerswereannounced. Thirumeni usedto advise Godwill remove
thisepidemic, you all must pray continuously.” A group of people
used to movethrough the streets of the town asaprocession under
theleadership of HisGracedaily, after theevening prayers. They
used to sing the hymns of repentance. When the procession was
going forward, al thedoorsof the Churchesin neighborhood were
kept open. The Church bellswererung. People belonging to the
other religionsand other denominations a so participated inthe
procession with deep faith. People considered it as a heavenly
procession asthey got aheavenly experience. Peoplewererushing
to get HisGrace' sblessingsthrough his prayer by placing hishand
on the forehead. People irrespective of religions and caste
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discriminationsbelieved that thosewho weretouched by HisGrace
were saved from the death. People used to bring water in bottlesto
get blessed by HisGrace. Many peoplebdieved that drinking water
blessed by the saint could not only prevent the disease but also
could heal the patients. It had happened asthey believed.

HisGrace had never taken the preventive vaccination. Doctors
aswell aswell-wishersrequested Thirumeni to have apreventive
vaccination. But HisGrace said“ God' s power iswith me. Nothing
is greater than the power of God.” Thirumeni had returned to
Kottayam only after Kunnamkulam became completely freefrom
plague.

When the news cameto HisHighnessthe King of Cochin, he
expressed his desire to meet the great Saint. So His Grace was
asked to pay avist tothe paaceand to meet HisHighness. On His
Grace' sarriva at the paace, aroyal reception wasarranged by the
King. After the reception, His Highness requested His Grace to
blesshim and hisentirefamily. When the King stood awefully His
Grace placed hishand onthe King'sforehead, prayed and blessed.
All membersof theRoyd family werea so blessed. When HisGrace
wasabout to leavethe palace, hewas presented with asmall packet
inroyd slk. When Thirumeni asked what it was, it wasstated that it
wasgold. Thirumeni thankfully returnedthepresentand sad“ Kindly
utilizethiswedthfor thepoor. If soit will beconsdered asagift for
me”

Findingtheposition for thewell

Once, Thirumeni wasgoing to anearby place by foot. When he
reached thejunction named Elavunkal, he saw somenon-Christian
workersastotally exhausted after some rest of herculean work.
Thirumeni asked themthereasonfor their tiredness. They informed
that they had been digging wellsinseverd places, but could not find
water. That wasthereasonfor their tirednessand fatigue. HisGrace
pacified them and got engaged in silent prayer for afew seconds.
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Then Thirumeni showed apositionand said ‘ Don’t worry. If you
dig hereyouwill get enough water.’ They started digging thereand
to their amazement, were ableto find water in abundance. They
knew no boundsfor their happiness. From that day they and their
own people started to respect His Grace asaHoly personality.

InMangad Chapel (In Kunnamkulam) premises 13wellswere
dug. Water was not found. At that time Pampady Thirumeni had
arrived at Pazhanji Church. Asper the decision of thegeneral body
mesting, the Vicar,  ong with office bearersapproached Thirumeni
and requested toidentify aplaceto diganew well. When Thirumeni
reached Mangad Chapel, hewnt to the madbahaand prayed there
for along time. Then His Grace made asermon to the peoplewho
had assembled. Then there was a procession with decorated
umbrellas, Crossetc. around the chapel . After that Thirumeni went
and stood at aspecia position. After ameditation for few seconds
HisGrace said“ Therewon’t beany moredelay indigging awell.
Youwill get plenty of water. God will grant you enough and more
water.” Thestewasmarked and without much delay digging started.
Before going much deeper there, they saw plenty of water.

Theglad newswas conveyed to Pampady Thirumeni whowas
requested for further intercessions. His Grace was happy and
responded thus, “ It must betold to the people of Mangad that the
water fromthewd |l isnot only for the people of the church, but a so
for theneighborsand theanimasinthe neighborhood.”

Lovefor Orphans, Destituteand the needy

Inthosedaystherelived adestitute called Mathai. Begging was
hisjob. After begging for thefull day he used to go the Toddy shop.
If there happened to be any balance with him at the end of the day
hewould share that among the other beggars. Hehad no savingsor
habit of saving. Whenever hevisited THirumeni, hewastreated
with love and affection. Even though His Grace knew that he had
the habit of drinking liquor, hewas not hated by Thirumeni. His
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grace advised himto comeout of thisvice. Hewould listento His
Gracesilently but the next day evening hewould do the same as
before. His Grace was his only hope and refuge. So he visited
Thirumeni every now and then.

Oneday all on asudden somebody informed His Grace that
Mathai was about to face death. Thirumeni immediately went to
meet Mathai. When Thirumeni saw him hefelt much sympathy and
went near him touched and prayed for him. Thirumeni gave some
money to the person who was helping Mathai and allowed himto
arrange hislast wish whatever it may be.

When Thirumeni heard about Mathai’ sdeath after afew days,
HisGracereached the School wherethe dead body waslying. There
wereagroup of peoplewith Thirumeni. His Grace had taken care
totakeaong oneof hisdressesasheknew very well that Mathal
won't have agood sparedress. Thirumeni made arrangementsto
havethe dead body covered with therobethat he had brought. The
mortal remainswere buried at Pampady Church Cemetery after
prayers.

Once, Thirumeni hashanded over acartonto private secretary
Vey. Rev. M. K. Joseph Cor-Episcopaand asked him to destroy
thosewhich arenot required any more. Thecartonwasfull of |etters
from peoplewho had beeninreceipt of financia aidsfrom Thirumeni.
Therewereletters of acknowledging of receipt of anounts. All of
them were intended to express gratitude. Then only the Private
Secretary cameto know that Thirumeni wasdoing so muchams.

In the presence of Viceroy

HisHolinessMoran Mar Basdlios Geevarghese 1, Catholicose
celebrated Holy Qurbanaat St. George Cathedral Trivandrumon
28 Dec. 1929. Astheviceroy had expressed interest to attend the
Holy Eucharist of Eastern Orthodox Church, hewasalsoinvited to
attend the Holy Qurbana celebrated by HisHoliness. By 7 am.
viceroy reached the church with hiswifeand coterie. Onarrimal,
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they werereceived by H.G Pampady Thirumeni and H.G Vattasseril

Thirumeni. Pampady Thirumeni remainedinthe Church by theside
of the viceroy and hiswife on theright side of the prayer table.

When Thirumeni was standing up they a so got up and when His
Grace sat on the chair they also did the something. Before the
beginning of theHoly Qurbana, Rev. Dr. C. M. Thomas(Later H.G
ThomasMar DionesiusMetropolitan) had madeaspeechin English.

Inthe speech it was mentioned that the day’ sHoly Qurbanawasa
specid onewiththepresenceof thedistinguished guests. And actudly
it wasaserviceof thanksgiving. After theHoly Qurbanaaspecial

gift covered in satin cloth was presented to the gracious L ady by
HisHoliness. HisHoliness blessed the distinguished guests. The
slver crosspresented by the Queen of Travancoreto the Cathedral

Church was shown to the guests. Pampady Thirumeni had gone
near the car of the gueststo see them off.

Detailsarebeing taken fromthe Diary of His Grace. HisGrace
hed the blessed habit of recording theeventsof theday sysematicaly
inthe Diary every day.

Inoneof HisGrace' sdiariesit waswritten asfollowson 1913
August 18. “Today | anwriting certainletterstothe prelatesin syria
insyriac. | had theintention to copy down theliturgy of St. Peter.
But haveto postponeit dueto other unavoidableengagements. Vaiya
Thirumeni (H.G.Vattasseril Geevarghese Mar Dionesius
Metropolitan) gifted meonesovereign and asked to buy clothesfor
dressand give back balanceif any. Asl wasbusy | could not gofor
shopping.”

Blessings - Blessings

Pampady Thirumeni had been to Munnar once. One Dentist,
whose clinic wasfunctioning in asmall shed, cameand met His
Grace. Hecameto know that Thirumeni’sonetooth was extracted
long back and the replacement of duplicatetooth wasnot yet fixed.
Hewishedto doit and Thirumeni alowed himto do so. HisGrace
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was pleased and showered abundant blessings up on the Dentist.
Doctor’s son became doctor and got a fantastic placement. His
financia position alsoincreased. Hegot selectionto go to England
and undergo specid training. Hewent up from progressto progress.

Prof. RamaKrishnan Nair, grandson of Madathil master (thefirsst
teacher of HisGrace) writes: “1 and my father and other members
of our family werethe permanent visitorsof Mar Kuriakose Dayara
It wasan unwritten rule of our family toinform Thirumeni if there
wasany new eventinour family. If acow wasgiving birthtoacalf
onthe 16" day cow’smilk, theentire milk received, would be sent
to Pothenpuram. It wasreligioudy followedinour livestill theend
of HisGrace. Thefirst grown Banana, Melon, Mango, Jackfruit
etc. weresent to Thirumeni. | do remember going to Pothenpuram
when | was5 yearsold. Whenever our resultswere out, | would
immediately inform Thirumeni. When | hadtojointoanew class|
used to get blessingsfrom Thirumeni after touching the blessed feet
and conveying my respectsto him. Thissystem | had followedtill |
completed M.A.L.L.B. degree. | wasworried at Banaruswhen |
had to write examination. It really worried mesince | camethere
without obtaining the blessings from Thirumeni as usual. But
Thirumeni had sent me aletter expecting it to reach metwo days
prior to thecommencement of my exam. | ankeeping that | etter il
asagreat treasure.

Thirumeni knew that | would come back from Banaruson a
particular date. Two daysafter that Thirumeni had sent one of his
trustworthy ass stantsto our house enquiring about me. (Hethought
that I may be not well). Once, when | had beento His Gracewith
my family, Thirumeni wasvery very happy to seehismastersgreat
grandchildren. | asked him about the doves. | brought somerice
and gaveto Thirumeni. Thirumeni made some peculiar noiseand
within fiveminutes so many dovescamethere\Wehavereceived so
many blessngsfromthisgreat monk”.
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Cancer healed by theintercession

KargpuzhaMar Gregorioschapel wasestablished duringthelife
timeof Pampady Thirumeni by thefaithful. H. G GeevargheseMar
Ivanios, (later successor of Pampady Thirumeni asthemetropolitan
of Kottayam Dioces)e had aCancer attack in 1978, whilehewas
apriest and vicar of the Karapuzhachapel during 1973-1985. He
got amiraculouscure by theintercession of Pampady Thirumeni.

Rev. Fr. K. G George (later H.G. Mar |vanios metropolitan)
wasadmitted in CarithasHospita and fromtherehewastransferred
toKolecherry Hospitad . But once again hewasreadmitted in Carithas
Hospital. Thered diseasewasdiagonized there. Everybody thought
that hislifewas coming to an end. Beforetaking him to Adayar
Cancer Ingtitute, Madras, Rev. Fr. K. M. Alexander asked Rev Fr.
George“What do you fed inyour mind now.” Hereplied theverse
S John 11:40 (“1f you believeyou will seetheglory of God”) Al
wished himthewell and wastakento Adayar. The Chief physician
said on primary investigation “Father you must be admitted
immediately”. You need not pay anything. Wewill do our best. The
restisinthehandsof God.” When the chemotherapy treatment was
started all hishair and beard had fallen down. The second stage
wasevenmorecritical. Hefell unconscious. Hewasinthesinking
stage. He started fighting with death. Doctors said that therewould
be resultswith ten minutes. Friendsand rel atives started making
arrangementsto take his dead body to K ottayam and to conduct
theburial there. By that time he had avision. He saw four saints
standing near him. One among them asked “why areyou lying-get
upand sit” and they al helped himto sit. And thefour disappeared
suddenly. Hegot up al of asudden asif onegetsrebirth after death.
He recovered from illness fast. From Nov.1978 he started
celebrating Holy Qurbanas. In 1980 when Fr. Georgevisited Adayar
thechief physician asked “ Father how areyou” Hereplied“l amin
good hedth. Now | believein prayer.”. Fr. Georgewaselevated as
aRambanin 1979 and asametropolitanin 1985. His Grace Mar
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Ivaniossays* as| wasserving thechapd of Pampady Thirumenim|
was getting the continued i ntercession and blessing from the saint.
Theblessing from the holy hands only enabled meto becomehis
successor asthe metropolitan of Kottayam Diocese.”
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Peaceful end

From 1961 onwards Pampady Thirumeni wasfedingtired than
beingsck. Themainreasonfor thetirednessmust behislong sanding
fasting. From 1961 Thirumeni started |osing memory power. But
for two things Thirumeni had good memory. One wasto pay at
exacttimings. Secondly, togivesomethingtothevistors. Thirumeni’s
teachings were based on death, judgement, Hell and salvation.
Thirumeni wasadministered “ Kanthedd’ service. H.G AugenMar
ThemothiosMetropolitan (LateH.H. Moran Mar Augen Catholicos)
wasthe chief celebrant assisted by H.G. Mathews Mar Coorilos
(later Catholicose H.H. Moran Mar Mathewsl1). A large number
of priestsand laymen participated. The next two yearswent of f
without much sickness. On 14 Nov. 1964, the foundation stone of
AbhayaBhavanwaslaid.. From 12 March 1965 His Grace became
more weak and tired. On 1" March His Grace was admitted in
M undakapadam Mandiram Hospita. His Gracewas brought back
to the Dayara on 15 March. On that day H. G Mathews Mar
Ivanios Metropolitan conducted the “.Anointment of the sick”
service. Many were serving His Grace day and night.

L ast verses

On 14th March 1965 His Grace called the assistantsand said “ |
amnot well. Let it beaccordingtothe will of God. You should not
forget me.” His Grace advised the priests*you should love each
other. You must have good witness. You must have modd lives, you
should not tell lieseven if you haveto sacrificeyourself.” On 16"
MarchHisGracesaid“Youmustdodl thingsredly well. All arethe
giftsof GodAlmighty.” On 17 March heenquired about the* deaf’
man and Mathai, thetwo trustworthy people. His Grace said both
are good and they will inherit heaven. On 19" march H. G Mar
Athanasiosand H.G. Mar Ivanios prayed. Then Thirumeni was
tellinginlow meak voice. “foodfor all...food...”
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On 4th April 1965, His Grace became more and more weak.
Therewerecontinuousprayersgoing oninthe Dayara. On SthApril
1965 at 2.35AM, His Graceleft for hisheavenly abode. A large
number of faithful were praying for His Grace under theleadership
of H.G MathewsMar Ivanios.

Entombment of His Gracetook place under the leadership of
H.H. Moran Mar Baselios Augen | Catholicos assisted by all
Metropolitansand priests. Eventhough Pampady Thirumeni isnot
canonicaly declared asasaint, HisGracein recognized by thousands
of faithful asasaint. Thirumeni could be called undeclared saint of
MalankaraChurch.
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Theriseof Mount Tabore

In addition to the Church and Dayara, there are a number of
indtitutionsat the moment adding to the glory and grandeur of Mount
Tabore. Intheplace of the old Church anew spacious Churchwas
built. M. GM. AbhayaBhavan (poor home) isthefirstinstitution
that had budded up at mount Tabore. While Pampady Thirumeni
was alive, foundation stonewaslaid for the poor home. Old age
homes separate for men and women are functioning under the
M.GM. poor home. A clinicisfunctioning attached to theM.GM
poor homefor theinmates. It provides essential medical carefor
the needy of the neighborhood. Mar Ivanios1.T.C. isthe second
Institution that spreadsthe magnificence of mount Tabore. Itisa
well running Industrid training Institutewhich trainsmorethan 250
studentsin 5 different tradesevery year.

Thethird Ingtitution attached to M ount Taboreisthe Kuriakose
GregoriosCollege. Now the collegehasgrown asafirg rate college.
Thecollegeremainsasprideof Pampady aswdl astheentire Church
due to its achievements and gains in the curricular as well as
extracurricular fields. The management was bestowed with
appreciation for therapid and appreciable progress of the college.
Itisof courseablessing for the students of Pampady and nearly
placesfor getting higher education.

Another Indtitutionisthe B.M.M. English medium Schoal. It was
started asal .P. School inthe beginning and now it hasgrown asa
well-established High School preparing childrenfor CBSC courses.
Thereisawell administered boarding home attached to the School.
Thereare English medium and Malayalam medium classes. The
School hasgained appreciative achievementsinashort span of time.
the Balabhavan isanother institution that needs mention. It hasgot
separate wings, onefor boysand another for girls. Many children
arebrought up affectionately to becomebetter citizensof tomorrow.
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Pampady Thirumeni had said“ Thisland will rise.” Thosewords
were cent percent true. Asand whenthe saint’sholy remainswere
entombed and got immersed in the soil of that mountain, the Land
started rising from progressto progress. L et ushopewish and pray
to seebrighter and more useful institutions ccoming up inthe near
future by theintercession and blessingsof Pampady Thirumeni. .



