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K. K. John still lives in our hearts
Prof. John Kuruvilla
Words of appreciation from
Dr. Cham Kuruvilla
Short - but great Memories
Mary Jacob
Reminisces the prerogative of age
Dr. Eapen C. Kurian, Chandrathil
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1 The House with the Hay stack
Dr. Mary J. Marret
2 An Able Man who kept his values
Joe John Kuruvilla
3 A great Man Who valued Relationships
Mrs. Joyce Christy
4 A Man of humility and Hardworking
Ben Mathew Koshy
5  ABlessed Heritage
Dr. Betsy Annie Koshy
6  Seven Golden Years with Appachan
Anoop John Thomas
7 A Good Grandfather who loved the Children a lot
Ajana Merin Joseph
8 My Lasting Impressions of Appachan
Dr. Vishak Johny John
9 A Man of Vision and Clarity
Ashok Mathew John
10 It was a privilege to be Appachan’s grand child
Rony Oommen John
11 A great ‘Humble’ Man
Reeba Mariam Oommen
Appendix
1 Anote in memory of our father, Brigadier K John Kuruvilla
Joe & Joyce
2 Life of Paulose Mar Pachomios
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K. K. John still lives in our hearts

Prof. John Kuruvilla
(Pullolickal, Pathanamthitta)

I consider it a privilege to share a page in this book as a reflection
in fond remembrance of my uncle, late Mr. K. K. John, Neysseril,
Kurichy. The effort taken by his children, my cousins, for this publi-
cation deserves appreciation. On the 100" birthday of my uncle, I
would like to recollect some of my experiences with him. He is my
God father and I bear his name. Let me say, he is my role model of a
good person. He is quite reserved by nature but loving and lovable.

During my childhood, the only outing that I had was a visit to
Kurichy, our ammaveedu, during vacations. We the children, me and
my siblings, used to go to our uncle’s houses and stay there for one or
two weeks. All the three uncles, vallichayen, kunjoonjichayan and
kochuchayan and their wives were very loving and cordial. Since,
kunjoonjichayan’s children are of our age group, we used to spend
most of the time there. Those days were really memorable ones, in
my life. We children played a lot in the yard picking mangoes and
cashews and quarreled each other. Kunjoonjichayan though short-
tempered, was very intimate to children. We really enjoyed his com-
pany. Ammayi was also very loving and helpful to us. She cooked
delicious dishes and snacks for us.

My mother had very high regards and love for her brother kunjoonji-
chayan. Whenever she had problems, she used to force us to contact
kunjoonjichayan and he was at our rescue. So he is always in our
hearts. He is the one who recommended me to, His Grace Daniel
Mar Philoxenos, Metropolitan of Thumpamon diocese, who was the
manager of Catholicate College Pathanamthitta in 1966. I was then
appointed as lecturer in chemistry dept. During the tenure of His
Grace as manager, I was reckoned as the nephew of K. K. John Sir.

K. K. John Sir’s dedication to the church as a managing commit-
tee member of the church and also as the secretary of the Catholicate
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and M. D. Schools corporate management is well appreciated by all.
Actually it is his popularity among the clergies and the other members
of the church that helped his second son to be elected as a Bishop of
Malankara Orthodox church. Kunjoonjichayan was happy and well
contented that he could bring up a son to serve the church and the
humanity.

Mr. K. K. John was a model teacher and his sincerity and dedica-
tion to the profession made him very popular among his students. As
a Headmaster of secondary Schools and as an Education officer, he
was so popular that his co-workers considered him a brother and a
close friend. In fact his performance in academic field influenced me
to opt teaching as my profession.

Kunjoonjichayan had an appreciably long span of life which is praise
worthy and he is survived by children, grandchildren and great grand-
children who are well off. But still there remains a little vacant space
in my mind, which I think can never be filled. [ wish and pray “May
God Almighty grant him the crown set for him on that great day of
resurrection.”
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Words of appreciation from
Dr. Cham Kuruvilla

As the eldest daughter-in-law, I had the honor of knowing Mr. K.
K. John not only as my father in law but also as a man who showed
his greatness in all his interactions, some of which I wanted to share
with you all.

This was the period where his son and my husband, Brigadier K.
John Kuruvilla was the Chief Engineer (Navy) Mumbai .He was
staying with us in Mumbai for a period of 2 months since he had to
undergo an operation for an ailment in the Naval Hospital .He was
accorded a VIP treatment by the staff because of his son’s senior
position in the army. The medical procedure had a few complications
because of which he suffered some discomfort .However, in his char-
acteristic calm way, Appachen took it in his stride .The nurses in the
hospital were quite worried about his condition and enquired whether
they could help him in any way to reduce the pain .However , he did
not express any complaints at all and continued to smile .This is a
rare trait of a man who, did not lose his grounding and patience even
though he had every right in the privileged position to do so.

Another instance | can recall is when the marriage of his son was
announced to me. He already knew my mother because he was her
biology teacher at school. However when the relationship changed
due to the marriage of their children, he began to call her “Amai-
ama” taking in due consideration of the new bonding. My mother
always remembered him as a person who would be friendly with all
and knew how to interact with all in the most balanced way- the
‘right measure’ .

He was also a good friend to my father (Rev Fr C V George Cor
Episcopa) and they worked together on a number of church matters
.My father was always impressed by his ability of not getting an-
noyed at all with anyone with different views and complimented him
that it demonstrated a genuine concern and respect for his fellow
colleagues.
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In yet another instance, he once again showed his ability to be
always pragmatic and a man who understood the ‘changing’ times.
Like all good parents, he was keen that his sons settle in their ances-
tral place Kurichy. However during his stay with us in Mumbai, he
realized that our plan to settle down in Ernakulum was probably bet-
ter justified and showed huge generosity and understanding to give
us his blessings to retire in Ernakulum.

Overall, a man who walked his life in a simple way , according the
“right measure” of wisdom and respect in all his undertakings which
impacted all our lives in a very positive way.
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Short - but great Memories
Mary Jacob

I feel very happy to write my memoires and feelings about my
uncle, late Mr. K. K. John, Kolathukalathil Neyisseril, Kurichy, whom
we fondly call Kunjoonjichayan. I appreciate the efforts taken by his
children for releasing a book on his 100" birthday and I would like to
recollect some of my experiences with him.

When I was teaching at Balikamadom, Tiruvalla, I used to go to
Kurichy to Kunjoonjichayan’s house during weekends. Both Ichayan
and Ammai were very receptive and hospitable and I used to enjoy
spending time with my cousins, who were all younger to me. When [
went for a refresher course for five days at Perunna NSS College,
Changanaserry, Ichayan used to take me to the college every day
and leave me inside the Campus. He was at that time AEO at
Changanaserry.

Once Ichayan and Ammai came to Chennai for the betrothal of
one of his grand nieces. They were with us for a few days and we
took them for sightseeing, mostly historically and religiously impor-
tant places in the City; particularly Mylapore Santhome Basilica and
St Thomas Mount. When we took him to Marina Beach, he was
very much exited to see the World’s second longest Beach. He told
that he had studied these things in the school and he was very happy
to see these places, particularly the Marina Beach.

He bought from Higgin Bothams a very good present to my son,
Baiju. It was the “Tell me Why” series books.
They were highly informative not only for young-
sters, but also for grown up people.

My association with Kunjoonjichayan and
family was always cheerful and we make it a
point to visit them whenever we go to Kerala
on vacation. May God Almighty give him the
right place in heaven on the day of Resurrec-
tion.
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Reminisces the prerogative of age
Dr. Eapen C. Kurian, Chandrathil

(Former President,
Indian Society of Anaesthesialogists, Kerala State)

There comes a time in one’s life when certain memories from the
past that have left an imprint and helped shape the future are regur-
gitated. This phenomenon could be attributed to pathological reasons
such as aging neural connections that form fewer new connections
so go looking for memories to keep the brain entertained. Or it could
be because of the realisation that certain influences in the formative
age has not been acknowledged and introspection bringslt to the fore.

Whatever the reason, the contents of my cranium has recently
been busy bringing to the fore memories so stark and vivid that |
have found it difficult to contextualize and fit it neatly into memory
files and decipher what really made me what I am.

It is oft repeated that it is important to have a stimulating, chal-
lenging and structured childhood to become an adult that society val-
ues. According to UNICEF, “Children learn more quickly during
their early years than at any other time in life. They need love
and nurturing to develop a sense of trust and security that turns
into confidence as they grow”. It is in these formative years that I
had the good fortune to be placed under the care of one of the great-
est men that Kurichy has produced- K.K. John Sir.

There were only few qualified teachers at that time in Kurichy, he
being the exception was, of course, handed the responsibility of nur-
turing and growing the young by being appointed as the Head Master
of the only U.P. School in the area. And that is where my father, Mr.
C.M. Kurian, decided to get me to study under the guidance and
strict supervision of his cousin, the Headmaster. As you read further
the H-teuy reason for deliberately using the words ‘strict supervi-
sion’ in the previous sentence will become clear.
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My father walked me to school that fine morning wearing shorts,
barefoot, clutching a slot and slate pencil. I was quite confident as
my mother had been training me for this day. As I got to school-going
age, my mother got me to respond adequately to anyone who asked
my name. “My name is EAPEN KURIAN, Eapen Kurian”, I told
my teacher as I stepped into class - no one else in class could spell
their name in English. Of course, the Headmaster gave me a beam-
ing smile for being able to do that. Alas! He did not have a clue what
would follow in the coming years.

There were a few mango trees in the school yard which were
off-limits to learners. We were forbidden to climb or throw stones at
them. People who got to know me later in life would surely attest to
the fact that a ripe mango on a tree or other similar enticing delica-
cies do not stay out of my grasp just because someone says that it is
not allowed. Anyway, up the tree | used to go with my friends and
bring down dozens of mangoes. Getting caught and getting a rather
rough hiding on the backside did not deter me. John Sir, being noble
and just, beat me the most as I was related to him. Favoritism was
not practiced to the extent that Kerala politics has now perfected the
art.

I also remember the times that [ was caught and beaten for an-
other rule that the school had formulated. We were not allowed to go
to the Kalithattu , belonging to the temple, where the main past time
was to gossip, boast, discuss politics and engage in other forms of
entertainment. Of course 8 year old Kurian was in their midst. Again,
the khaki shorts and the tender backside was damaged by John Sir’s
cane. When my father passed by the school on his way to his paddy
fields, he was often told that his little jackanapes was beaten again.
Without breaking his stride, the Headmaster was just given a hand
sign to carry on and, if need be, increase the force or number of such
cane-bum encounters. I really wonder at the psyche of parents who
charge teachers with child abuse for beating naughty rascals. Maybe
kids don’t come as tough as they used to!

I might have unintentionally created in your mind a profile of a
harsh Headmaster who ruled through the power of the cane. He
used the cane only when unruly rascals like me forced him to. Other-
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wise, he was the most caring and wise teacher I have had. In parallel
to being naughty, I was also one of the most productive in class and
he acknowledged it with a nod of the head or a smile. That was
enough for me. I reciprocated by studying well and reducing my
mango-tree climbing although not completely. Even now, although I
try hard, the unconscious decides to make me do things that I really
want to, that others don’t want me to.

I remember John Sir as a very religious man. He spent many
years of his life, even in retirement, to better education for the less
fortunate.He served on the executive committee of the Malankara
Orthodox Church. My father was mainly responsible for construct-
ing the road that runs from Kurichy Out-Post to Karunattuvala. John
Sir, and his cousin, Karunattu Georgekuttychayan, supported and en-
couraged my father till the completion of the road. The road was
open for traffic in Fiftees.

As the sun wanes and the fresh moon takes over, so does a man
shine on earth and then move on to gives way for new beginnings.
John Sir left us on 31 August 1995. The joy, sorrows, pleasures, frus-
trations that he and his compatriots had experienced is now being
experienced by the new generation. We will also pass and there will
be others who will walk our path. This is an inexplicable rule of na-
ture. In this cycle of life, only certain people leave an inerasable
mark on our life... such a man was John Sir to me.
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The House with the Hay stack

Dr. Mary J. Marret

My memories ofAppachen date back from the late 1960s when
I was a pre-schooler to the mid-nineties. My reflections and in-
sights into what those experiences mean continue.

Sri K K John was married to my maternal great-aunt. My siblings
and I refer to them as “Kurichy Appachen and Ammachy” using the
location of their home to distinguish them from our grandparents as
well as various other great-aunts and uncles. My most vivid memo-
ries of this Appachen and Ammachy were formed through intermit-
tent encounters during family vacations to Kerala in my childhood.

Specific events and details in our family history, individual person-
ality traits of family members and geography converged to .make the
relationship to our great-aunt’s family much closer than one would
expect merely on the basis of blood ties.

Close bonds developed between my mother and Kurichy
Ammachy, during my mother’s schooldays when she lived with her
maternal grandmother. Following Kurichy Ammachy’s marriage,
Amma (my mother) was like an older sister to Ammachy’s older
sons. Amma moved to Singapore following her marriage but main-
tained a close regular correspondence with members of her immedi-
ate and extended family over several years.

My siblings and I appeared on the scene long before Kurichy
Appachen and Ammachy became grandparents. Hence we enjoyed
the privilege of being doted upon by them and their children during
our occasional visits to Kerala. Our parents were both teachers by
profession. This common ground as well as a shared interest in af-
fairs of the church fostered the bond between Appacha (my father)
and Appachen, which ensured that Appacha was actively engaged
during our visits to Kurichy. It provided Amma with more opportuni-
ties to spend time with Ammachy. The ties between aunt and niece
were further strengthened in the shock and bereavement which fol-
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lowed the premature passing of my maternal grandmother in 1973
after a speeding motorcycle collided into her. For us children,
Ammachy was a comforting presence in the painful void that re-
mained when we lost our maternal grandmother.

The Kurichy home, situated in the countryside along the famous
M.C. Road just outside Kottayam near the stop for major bus routes,
was a place we visited on many occasions, both as a destination and
a transit point. The strength of personal ties combined with the warmth
and hospitality extended by Appachen and Ammachy assured us that
we would always be welcome. We experienced this more than once
after we appeared at their doorstep unexpectedly when some trans-
port strike compelled us to break journey and there was not even a
“landline” telephone connection to give them an early warning.

Both the inside and outside of the home as well as its occupants
were a source of delight. There was always something to do, some-
thing to watch, someone to talk to. The tall haystack out in front was
a distinguishing landmark that enabled us to identify the house from a
distance. Its presence made tangible a structure which would other-
wise be limited to our imagination, encountered only in books. The
cows in the animal house in front as well as the chickens in the
backyard kept us entertained, particularly at feeding and milking time.
The presence of multiple doorways at the front, sides and back of
the house through which we could run in and out was also a source
of fascination which provided great opportunities for us to play games
of hide and seek.

Until the early seventies, there were no pipes within the house. At
that age, we had no concerns about the inconvenience as we found
the process of drawing water from the well quite exciting. One of
the bathrooms was housed in a separate building. The “heater” was
awood fire underneath a huge cauldron containing water. The flames
threw dark moving shadows onto the walls of the dimly lit bathroom,
reminding one of witches in fairy tales. The large kitchen was filled
with the distinctive of aroma of wood fires intermingled with the
scents of spices, fruits and vegetables. It was in this kitchen that I
took some of my earliest steps in cooking when I insisted on helping
to peel onions at the age of five.
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There was a small parlour in the front where guests were re-
ceived. Appachen had a constant stream of visitors who dropped by
for social reasons, to discuss important affairs and consult him for
advice. I was not always interested in the visitors but greatly at-
tracted to the bookshelves which lined the walls of the parlour. As a
voracious reader, I was never bored in a home where there were
books to read.

The large living room immediately behind the parlour was the centre
of the house where family members met for discussions and daily
family prayers. In this room was Appachen’s chair where he would
sit when he was not occupied with other tasks or receiving visitors. It
was a wooden, reclining chair with long arms, typical of that era,
reserved for the head of the household. During the course of a day,
Ammachy would emerge into this room periodically from her labours
in the kitchen to speak to him, to check on what was going on in the
backyard and to feed us constantly with snacks in addition to our
regular meals. In the latter years, his grandchildren would take on
the task of giving him a foot massage as he rested in this chair.

To a child of five years in 1969, Appachen was a burly figure with
a mat of curly hair covering his limbs. When he had to go out some-
where, he would be dressed in a white shirt and mundu, carry a
small leather case in his hand for documents, with a black umbrella
hooked onto his arm. Had he been a stranger, [ would probably have
been intimidated by this physique, a gaze emerging beneath a pair of
the thickest eyebrows I had ever seen, combined with his slightly
raspy, booming voice. Yet, we were never afraid. As one of our
Appachens, we found his persona protective and reassuring.

Perhaps his interaction with us evoked different facets of his per-
sonality that stood in contrast to the figure of authority he repre-
sented to the world outside. He was usually mild-mannered and friendly
in his conversations with children. Although he was not usually very
demonstrative, my sister recalls how the subtle quavering of his typi-
cally gruff voice and moistening of his eyes would betray his emo-
tions at the appearance of my mother at their doorstep.

A distinctive feature which I found fascinating as a child was his
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hair. He was the only person I knew who had a white rim bordering
the back and sides of his hairline, which stood out in stark contrast to
his black hair. This remained unchanged, like a neatly trimmed and
landscaped hedge over the interval of a few years between our visits
to India. When I saw him at the age of nine years, I was convinced
that this appearance could not be natural and suspected that regular
strategic dyeing had a part to play in maintaining this white border at
a constant width. I would articulate these thoughts and question him
repeatedly about this, but only received a smile in response.

This freedom to speak our minds, to express ourselves without
inhibition and to try out new things was a privilege we enjoyed in this
household. Appachen always stopped to listen patiently to what chil-
dren had to say. He was happy to be engaged in conversation with
us, to explain or demonstrate the technique of doing little things which
might seem simple to adults but challenging to a child. We never felt
that he was too busy to spend time with us. He was never conde-
scending, and had the ability to speak to young children in a matter-
of-fact way at their level. Even when he had to clarify or correct
something, it would be done in a gentle manner, sometimes infused
with humour so we never perceived it as a rebuke or criticism.

When I became slightly older, Appachen’s assistance in translat-
ing my responses was invaluable in helping to sustain my conversa-
tions with Ammachy as [ have considerable difficulty expressing more
abstract and complex ideas in Malayalam. In the course of our dis-
cussions,” he was also a helpful mediator in keeping the peace. My
tendency to speak my mind and push boundaries did not always match
Ammachy’s expectations of how young ladies should think and be-
have !

We cannot speak about Appachen without remembering
Ammachy. I am conscious that the gifts of my own experiences and
memories emerge from the deep bonds of love that date back to my
great grandmother’s generation. The key players who have been
instrumental in keeping family connections alive are women. [ had a
tangible reminder of this during a recent visit to Kurichy when one of
their sons clarified some details of our family tree by referring to a
written record left by Ammachy to document this for posterity. It is
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the women who kept the momentum and bridged the long gap of
distances and years between visits through regular communication
with handwritten aerogrammes or “snail mail”. I retain a clear men-
tal image of Ammachy’s small, neat handwriting covering every avail-
able space in a compact acrogramme, chronicling the details of fam-
ily life and various events in her letters which Amma would read
aloud to us.

My maternal great grandmother, both her daughters, and my
mother have persevered with a determination and tenacity unmatched
by any man I know. As far as I can remember, all of them filled their
days from dusk to dawn toiling at various tasks. These strong, indus-
trious, and devout women who maintained a disciplined prayer life
alongside their labours serve as important role models for me. They
were not necessarily people who had a prominent presence in the
public sphere, but they had great wisdom and inner resilience.
Ammachy did not hold an official paid job, yet she carried out the
duties of more than one person. She was the mother of six children.
She produced regular meals for a large household and stocked her
cupboard with various other delights to serve to visitors, cooking over
awood fire, minus the many labour-saving devices now available in
modern kitchens. She supervised the workers who looked after the
livestock and cultivated the land. She also had to oversee the pains-
taking and laborious processing and preservation of produce from
the land. In truth, she effectively shouldered the responsibilities of
senior management in a company without the prestige and recogni-
tion that accompanies such titles. For her, it was a labour of love
deeply rooted in a faith that did not waver amidst the pain and sorrow
that she encountered in her life.

My ideas about the importance of the roles of individuals are not
directly correlated with positions or power but with their contribu-
tions through service, creativity and also their fostering of relation-
ships and the development of people. In a community that remains
patriarchal and somewhat insular in its outlook, Appachen has left us
some important lessons to emulate. He displayed the mark of true
manhood in that he valued a partner with intelligence and strength of
character who worked alongside him to raise a family and manage a
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home. In contrast to those who relegate the female, gender to sub-
servient and decorative roles, he held women within the family circle
in high regard. Under his roof, members of his wife’s family were
welcomed and treated with the same love and consideration that his
own family members received. His was also a home where a great
deal of love was extended to children and their needs were consid-
ered to be a priority. My siblings and I are beneficiaries of this legacy.

Such open-mindedness from someone of his generation has left
an impact that extends beyond his time on this earth. Appachen,
Ammachy and our own parents have gone beyond the veil. The bonds
of love they fostered remain and continue to evolve in our relation-
ships with our uncles, aunts and newer additions to our families. It is
in this household that the relationship with one of my spiritual fathers
has been nurtured and continues to be valued. Through this relation-
ship, I have received support and guidance to make important deci-
sions, take up challenges and discover new avenues to utilise the
resources and talents which God provides.

When those who spend their lives in service of God and the com-
munity depart, their spirit continues to live and nourish the lives of
those on this earth in a way that is no longer confined to a particular
place or specific moments in time. We experience hints of this when
they continue to dwell on earth, but only understand the deeper real-
ity of this when they leave us. May glory, honour and thanks be to
God who makes all things possible.
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An Able Man who kept his values

Joe John Kuruvilla
Along Epitaph to my Appachen

Appachen was a man who I believe, is one among a chosen few
who walk on this earth, chosen by God to lead men. As they say a
righteous man who did what was right for all rather than do right for
one self. I realized that he was not just a father to his six children but
even their children, the next generation leaving behind a great legacy
to live up to. I have the honor of being the first grandson, the first boy
in my generation who carries his grandfather’s name, but I never felt
that [ have even come close to living up to his name and deeds thus
far. I realize every time an occasion arose in our Neyisseril family-a
birth or a death in the family, it is his name which is connected to it all
-we are known as KK John sar’ children and grand children.

I think about who are the men who make leaders and the one
statement which strikes me is “the leader is the person who awakens
and gets people to realize and discover their true worth .1 often think
about the people one can aspire to become and idolize. Mostly sons
look up to their fathers who look up to their fathers - My father was
no exception and I often understood that all appachen’s children looked
up to him and were inspired by his values. He inspired each of his
children to realize their “true”potential and lived his life with his val-
ues.

He was a great listener and a wonderful advisor to the many who
flocked to the Neysisseril House day in and day out. He inspired
confidence and respect wherever he went -whether it was in school,
or in church and most importantly among his family. He was the
leader in all true sense -both within the family and outside where he
inspired everyone to live up to the values of sincerity, hard work and
most importantly love for God.

People came from far and wide to seek his opinion and there
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were times when [ would strain my ears and try to listen -all I heard
was the voices of other people and not Appachen. He listened and
gave his view in his humble and quiet manner only at the end. People
who came troubled to the door seemed to miraculously feel a sense
of relief when they left. A true leader listens and clears the path for
his people in whatever way he can. He played different roles in his
life for all of us but what is most enduring has been his ability to stick
to his values - the essence of “John sar”.

If one needs to take a leaf out of his book, he was a man who
realized that words are needed but ensure that more in actions, a
man who professed his love for God and Church and more impor-
tantly practiced it in his dealings with his fellow beings and a man
who not only served his family but chose to serva his people in his
community, church and in society.

Appachen being an educator himself always emphasized on the
importance of education and was keen that all his children get edu-
cated well .He always supported me during my engineering days and
I feel that I owe a lot to Appachen given that I was with him and
Ammachy at Kurichy for so many of my college breaks. They looked
after me as parents taking care of every small need and concern of
mine. I got my first summer internship in Mumbai and earned the
first stipend of my life and I decided to dedicate it to Appachen and
sent it to him for any purpose he deemed right. He said that he was
very happy to see his first grand son get his first job This was in June
and he passed away a few months later.

So was it John sar ,or was it Appachen or was it Achayan -here
was a man who walked on this earth ,did what he needed to do and
moved on leaving behind his legacy which hopefully gets carried by
his generations after him for a long time.
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A great Man
Who valued Relationships

Mrs. Joyce Christy

During my summer holidays, Appachan took me along for a walk
to Joshua Achen’s house. Though the distance was quite a bit, |
didn’t complain, as it was so much fun talking to him during the walk.
The chat was so much fun, holding his hands proudly and walking
with my appachan, something I can never forget.

On one of the evenings during my summer holidays, Appachan
heard me calling out one of my aunties. He instantly corrected me
that I needed to call her Kochamma. Initially I did not agree but he
reasoned with me logically saying that there would be no difference
between a friend who is an aunty or my aunties who were also my
blood relatives.

When a cousin visited us from Germany, I gave her the same
explanation when she wanted to be called aunty but after some de-
liberation, she decided that she must be called Kochamma by Rachel
and Sarah (my daughters).

Remembering what Appachen told me, I try and correct friends
and cousins who keep calling their blood related aunts as aunties.
Small things instilled years ago have had a nice impact which also
showed how much he valued relationships.

Appachan’s handwriting and drawings were so beautiful and I
wish I could write and draw like him.

I saw a botany review practical report and was amazed to see the
good work in one of the little rooms in the ancestral house.

Appachan never got angry with me. Despite all my pranks, I was
very much loved. I also insisted that I could sleep in between
Appachan and Ammachy.
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I remember how he would raise me up on his feet and give me a
see-saw ride which was equivalent or even better than a Disney
world roller coaster ride. I loved it, because it was appachan.

Appachan was very caring, he knew our likes and dislikes. When
Joe (my brother) visited Kerala for study holidays, he would ask
Auda one of the workers at home, to get my brothers favourite beef.
He noticed small things and was sensitive and compassionate.

My Papa used to walk down everyday from school with Appachan
and because he was the Headmaster, he used to stay late and
Appachan advised him to study in library and because of this habit,
Papa became one of the most voracious readers and a prolific writer.

Appachen truly understood the value of education. He ensured
that all his children studied well while he also supported other indi-
viduals for the cause of education. He was very humble and though
he was a born leader, he never had a domineering personality and
always helped and advised people,

As a child I used to see so many visitors coming home and often
felt, Appachan is a very famous person as we had an innumerable
number of visitors
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A Man of humility and Hardworking

Ben Mathew Koshy

Shri K. K. John (aka ‘John Sir’) was one of those people who
had an effortless aura about him -no airs or arrogance, but one who
enjoyed immense respect of his peers and community members.

Being his second-oldest grandson, I had the pleasure of seeing
him at close quarters and being the recipient of a doting grandfather’s
affection. It helped that I was the first-born of his only daughter, of
whom he was most fond. I think daughters have a special place in
their father’s heart and this was always evident to me, in Appachen’s
case, who had five sons and one daughter (who was my mother).
Appachen and Ammachy affectionately named her ‘Mol” when she
was a child and that name stuck, much to my mother’s embarrass-
ment in later years.

From my very early years, I remember Appachen introducing me
to people as ‘Mol’s Mon’ ! That is also something which has stuck!

My first memories of Appachen are from 1981, when I was four
years old and Amma (‘Mol’) and I were in Kurichy (Appachen’s
hometown) for my sister’s birth. We were at Kurichy for a long
period, while my father was still in Kuwait, where he worked. Appa-
chen had some very healthy habits and walking was one of them. I
was introduced to that early in life! I remember long walks from his
Kurichy home all the way to the factory and he used to hold my hand
along the way. While I was too young to remember some incidents
then, in later years he would tell my parents and uncles about those
walks saying ‘Ben Mon is very decent. Halfway down the walk, he
would ask if I can carry him. When I said no, he would not make a
fuss and would just carry on walking!!’

I also vividly remember the evening walks to Joshuachen’s house
in Kurichy, where Appachen and Achen would be engrossed in con-
versation and I would have to plead with him to leave to go back
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home! The camaraderie and friendship between them was some-
thing special.

I used to ask Appachen how so many people knew him; as we
would frequently be stopped during our walk by people who wanted
to greet ‘John Sir’. There was usually a reverential tone to those
greetings and words. Appachen was always gracious, kind and re-
spectful, in acknowledging all of them. When I look back, I can see
where his sons and daughter got these behaviours from.

Their house in Kurichy was always brimming with visitors; either
friends/well-wishers who wanted to meet Appachen and take advice
or use as a sounding-board or relatives who wanted to call on him
and just chat. Being the gracious host that he was, Appachen offered
everyone a meal or a large snack and tea, at any time of day or night!
That never ceased to amaze me - it seemed as if there was a magic
pot in the house which was 24/7 making wondrous dishes of all kinds.

The truth was that there was indeed a magical person in the house
making it all happen -Ammachy. Extra-ordinarily hardworking, very
loving and thoroughly supportive of her husband; in the most impor-
tant partnership of life: marriage.

She would ensure there was always a delicacy or two in the cup-
boards for her kids and grandkids; always something to offer rela-
tives and guests. And much more importantly, always make any visi-
tor feel comfortable in her house. It is my strong belief that Appachen
single handedly would not have been able to achieve what he could
and earned the respect that he did, without Ammachy’s staunch and
unwavering support for him every step of the way.

I used to see vignettes of their partnership in many small and big
ways. Being the affectionate person she was, Ammachy wanted to
be in touch with me during my boarding school days and not let me
feel alone. She would write letters to me and enquire how I was and
convey their love to me. Knowing that my Malayalam reading abili-
ties were weaker than what it should have been; despite the fact that
she was more comfortable in Malayalam, she would take the pains
of writing out the letter in English, for my comfort. And given her
lack of self-confidence in written English (though there was no rea-
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son for it), she would request Appachen to proof read her first draft!
Appachen would patiently read and make corrections/improvements
ifneed be, and then Ammachy would write it all out again in her neat
little handwriting, while filling every square inch of the ‘inland’ letter
(as it was called then). Receiving those letters used to make the day
of'a homesick boy in boarding school!

Looking back, I am able to better appreciate the efforts that both
of them took together, for the cause of their children and grandchil-
dren. No wonder that they are so fondly remembered by all of us.
That list is not restricted to just their children, but has a vast list of
family, extended family, friends, community and people spread all
over the world today! What an impactful life they led and their ser-
vice to people and the example they set through their life, lives on.

When people achieve great things in life, very often the first casu-
alty is humility. The tendency is to start believing in one’s greatness
and attribute all success to oneself and one’s qualities. Appachen
had no difficulty with this - indeed the man remained as humble as
possible, throughout his life. Whether it was when he successfully
fulfilled the remit of managing and turning around the Church’s edu-
cational institutions or other contributions or when his son became a
Bishop of the Church, Appachen’s head remained firmly on his shoul-
ders. No airs, no aura.

Appachen’s humility, hard working nature, action/result oriented
approach and ability to bring people together to achieve a greater
goal were exemplary traits. The good that he did in his lifetime and
his prayers and intercession for us, have played a big role in our lives,
thus far.

We miss him and Ammachy and fondly remember them, on his
100th birth anniversary.
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A Blessed Heritage
Dr. Betsy Annie Koshy

Thinking of Appachan brings fond memories to mind. Evening
strolls to the junction with my hand firmly clasped in his were a privi-
lege. On our way, I would see people from all walks of life greeting
him with respect and love.

I recall his majestic appearance, huge and handsome with a line
of gray hair at his temples; quite stern looking but I can’t remember
him being strict with me at all.

I can still hear him calling out to Ammachy, “Aey, give the chil-
dren something to eat.” Ammachy would bring forth from the meal
safe in the kitchen a never ending supply of yummy goodies.

I can remember Appachan reclining on his ‘chaaru kasera’ and
smiling at our stories. Both Appachan and Ammachy were not the
type who bragged about the achievements of their children or grand-
children and I guess this quality has been handed down the genera-
tions as well.

The warm welcome extended to the infinitesimal group of visitors
daily coming home and Ammachy’s hospitality deserve a mention. I
guess I was too young to appreciate how great a man my Appachan
was, when he was with us. But it fills me now with immense pride
when asked about my family roots. After the long explanations re-
garding my lineage, it is amazing the way faces light up and exclaim,
“Oh, so you are Kurichy John Sir’s granddaughter!” which sums up
my blessed heritage in one simple phrase.



6

Seven Golden Years with
Appachan

Anoop John Thomas

I thank God almighty for having born into this world as appachan’s
grand son and for being able to spend about 7 years with him. I have
a lot of good memories about appachan by virtue of being at Kurichy
for 7 years with appachan and ammachy.

I began to experience the respect people had for him very soon
after shifting to Kurichy from Abu Dhabi, where my father was
working. When we approached St. Teresa’s school for my admis-
sion to standard 3, we were told that due to my age I could only be
admitted into standard 4. So we were asked to go to the DEO’s
office to sort out the issue. Upon reaching there, the people working
there recognized appachan and we were given royal treatment and
the issue was sorted out without any delay. From then, I remember
umpteen events wherein I could experience the respect people had
for appachan. Since we were in Kurichy with appachan and ammachy,
I had the privilege of accompanying appachan on many occasions.
When we used to travel by bus, as soon as we board the bus, at least
3-4 people would get up from their seat and offer it to appachan. 1
remember appachan asking me whether [ would like to join him when
he went to the Balikamatom School for some function. Since I had
some exam in school, I could’nt accompany him on that occasion.
That unfortunately turned out to be appachan’s last visit. It used to
be a proud moment when appachan used to introduce me as his
grandson when we used to visit someone. Even now people identify
us as K K John sir’s grandchildren. One such incident was when my
boss, Mr. Bijosh Koshy (his father and appachan were associated in
matters relating to the church), asked me on the day I joined MRF
whether I was K K John sir’s grandson.

Appachan used to be very patient and loving towards to everyone
especially his grandchildren. I remember that he used to be sitting
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peacefully when I used to play with his hair by combing it in different
directions trying to match the hair styles of Malayalam film actors
like Nedumudi Venu (one name that [ remember even now). I used
to run my toy cars over his chest as if the car was being driven
through a forest because of his dense body hair. Appachan’s thick
body hair was compared to the fur coat that Esau (son of Issac) had,
after his death. Appachan’s chaaru kasera (easy chair) was the
favourite chair in the house for me. I still have a picture of appachan
sitting on this chair in my mind.

Tused to avoid any opportunity for interaction with anyone not so
familiar due to my stammering. Once our relative, Prof Joseph
Alexander visited appachan. He was associated with the MGOCSM
then. He told appachan about a one week camp being organized for
students who have completed the 9" standard. Appachan asked me
to attend the camp. I was in no mood to attend a camp with none of
my friends or acquaintances for company. I tried all ways to avoid
attending it. But appachan got the application form for me and made
me apply. Finally I got selected to attend the camp. That was a turn-
ing point in my life where I learned many good things which has
helped me in my life. I even had to do public speaking which was the
I*time I remember being on the other side of the audience. So, I
who was horrified at the prospect of being in the company of people
I didn’t know, was looking forward to attend the next camp for stu-
dents who complete 10" standard, thanks to appachan’s compulsion.
Today, I owe whatever I am to appachan & Valyapappa’s (appachan’s
eldest son) valuable advices on different aspects of life and the im-
portance of self confidence.

Appachan’s hospitality was well known. Anyone who visited him
could not leave without having a cup of coffee, tea or squash and
snacks. Ammachy could have had a record in her name for making
the largest number of coffee or tea at home considering the number
of visitors that appachan had each day. He would also accompany
the visitors till the gate (which is about 100 meters away from the
house) to see them off, if they came by bus or had their cars parked
at the gate.

I clearly remember appachan’s voice calling me “Anoopan” on
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his way to church on Sunday mornings. He used to come and wait
for me to join him! I, as usual would be running around in the process
of getting ready for church and he would patiently wait for me. The
walk to chapel was a great experience. Appachan would be walking
holding his umbrella and all the people on the way would wish him
with respect. It was such a wonderful experience to see the respect
that people had for our appachan.

I was also fortunate to have lived under appachan and ammachy’s
care for a couple of months when my mother was at her house for
the delivery of my sister.

I hope and pray God to enable us to live up to the legacy of
appachan and lead a very meaningful life like him.
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A Good Grandfather who
loved the Children a lot

Ajana Merin Joseph

I have only a few memories about my loving Appachen because I
lost him when I was 10 years old. He was a kind hearted person not
only to the family members but to all he knew. He loved children a lot
and never used to scold any of his grandchildren. When we settled
down in Kurichy, he used to visit us every day and tried to fulfill all
our needs. I used to go for evening walk with him to his friend’s
house. I am proud to have a grandfather like him. I used to imitate
him, the way he calls ammachi ‘Eey' and then also he never used to
scold me for that. I still remember the day he went to hospital and I
can’t still accept the truth that he will never come back. The smile on
his face is a lasting memory in our hearts.
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My Lasting Impressions of
Appachan

Dr. Vishak Johny John

Memories can fade, but impressions last. What I remember about
Appachen the most is the pride I felt at being his grandson.

All of us grandchildren remember spending our summers in Kurichy
and going on our evening walks with Appachen. I remember those
walks ever so fondly, especially how he would wait for me, Achu,
Anoocha, or Rony to finish our afternoon baths, to take us with him.
He would walk us safely across the busy MC Road and through the
busy Mandiram Kavala and on to Fr. T. J. Joshua’s house. Looking
back, I was so proud walking through that busy junction with My
grandfather, John Sir, who was a local celebrity!!

Another instance of my intense pride and sense of privilege of
being his grandson was during the OVBS (orthodox vacation bible
school) sessions. During the middle of the OVBS sessions, I would
look forward to the inspection day. Appachen was the honorary su-
pervisor / principal of the OVBS at Kurichy Chapel during the years
that I remember. Appachen would walk from one class to another
with a stern face, and I would always smile when he came to my
class. I was overjoyed that everyone knew that he was My grandfa-
ther!

It is ironic that [ was probably the grandchild who spent the most
amount of time with Appachen (1981 to 1994), yet one of the only
ones who could not attend his funeral. I truly feel that never having
seen him die or been at his funeral, I have not really come to terms
with the fact of his passing on to eternal life. That same sense of
denial exists in my heart about Ammachy, Thirumeniappachen, and
Valiyapappa’s passing.
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A Man of Vision and Clarity
Ashok Mathew John

When I try to recall memories of Kurichy Appachan, various snip-
pets of images and events rush to mind. I wanted to share a
few’memories that left the most prominent impression of Appachan
on me over the years. This impression is of a man who had a keen
sense of what the future may hold and believed that each one of us
had a responsibility to prepare for that future and shape it positively.

I was 10 years old when I last saw Appachan. I remember my
last moments with Appachan and Ammachy as we left for Trivandrum
to start the journey to the United States in April 1994. Of course, |
did not know that this would be the last time [ would see Appachan.
Every time we left Kurichy for a journey, my brother and I would
embrace and receive a kiss and blessing from both Appachan and
Ammachy. This was the normal ritual of saying good byes and even
though we had done it many times before [ remember it was a much
more emotional and longer good bye this time around and clearly
ingrained in my memory. There were lots of words of advice, bless-
ing, and expressions of love from Appachan in a manner more pro-
nounced than all the previous occasions. | imagined that this was the
case because it was the first time Amma, my brother and I were
leaving India and we were most likely going to be away for at least
two or three years. But I was told later that Appachan had told
Ammachy privately that he felt that this may be the last time he
would see all of us. I believe he intended to ensure that if anything
did happen during the years that we were away, he wanted to make
sure he had said and done the things he wanted to. Indeed, he would
unfortunately pass away the next year before we made our first visit
back.

About a year and half before that day was when Acha first con-
templated a move from Saudi Arabia to the United States. I recall
that both Amma and Acha were not so certain it was the right move
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for the family. Both my brother and I were obviously excited about
the possibility of moving to ‘America’, a place we had only seen in
the Hollywood movies like “Dennis the Menace” and “Home Alone”
that we would watch during summer afternoons in the Kurichy house.
While working and living in the Gulf was very common for most
Malayalis, the idea of moving to the United States meant far more
distance and a more permanent separation from India. While return-
ing to visit from the Gulf was an annual event, | recall Amma noting
that those who went to America would visit India very infrequently
and in particular children that grew up there found it hard to adjust to
India during their visits and eventually their ties would weaken. Amma
sought advice from Appachan and Ammachy about this but Appachen
ultimately counseled her not to worry about those potential down-
sides and think about the positives that may come out of the move.
Not surprisingly, being an educationist who spent much of his life
ensuring that good education reached countless children, I am not
surprised that he asked my parents to primarily consider the various
educational opportunities that would open up for my brother and 1.
He knew the answer was clearly yes given the stature of the United
States in terms of higher education. If Appachan had advised against
such a move, my parents would not have ventured on a relocation to
the US at a somewhat later point in their life than most who migrate
there.

Looking back, I realize that Appachan’s clear guidance to my
parents exhibits a man that realized the world was going to be in-
creasingly globalized and interconnected in the coming years and
decades. Though retired for many years and almost 80 years old at
the time his advice was sought for this life changing decision for our
family. His response was not driven by a desire to ensure that more
of his descendants would reside where he and his forefathers had
settled and thrived such that their descendants could continue some-
what comfortably within the legacy and prestige that the forefathers
garnered for the family. Rather, his approach to the question clearly
shows that he realized that the world was ever changing much dif-
ferent to the one which he had lived in - one in which economies
were opening up, borders were increasingly irrelevant, and where
access to information and education was paramount to success rather
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than familial or communal ties. It does not surprise me that Appachan
could sense these developments and the shifts happening in the world
which we all now take for granted. These changes were not so easy
to be foreseen by many of his generation even if they may have
accumulated more wealth or property than he did. I remember how
he diligently kept himself informed of all world news and develop-
ments, spoke and even more importantly, listened at length to people
of varied backgrounds who frequently called on him. With the help of
Ammachy, he kept in close touch with friends and relatives in all
corners of the globe so he was very aware of societies and nations
that he may not have experienced directly. To me, this left a great
impression; while we should be all be proud of where we come from,
each one of us has a responsibility to look to the future, make the
best of the opportunities, and be unafraid to take that path which may
seem more difficult and less traveled.

As someone who was a teacher and administered schools,
Appachan clearly helped countless people to build their future. I con-
sider my own memories and recollections about Appachan as a child,
in addition to the praises I have heard about him as I grew into adult-
hood, to be part of a wonderful legacy that I carry proudly. In addi-
tion to that, the clarity of his thought and vision and the specific guid-
ance he provided to my parents as they made the key decisions in
their life have shaped the path of my life very directly and positively.
One day I hope to become a man that may be able to see the future
of the world just as clearly even as I arrive at the twilight of my life
so that I may be able to give the right guidance and legacy to my own
descendants.

I am confident that Appachan is now in the embrace of God look-
ing down on all of us.
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It was a privilege to be
Appachan’s grand child

Rony Oommen John

I was only ten years old when Appachan left all of us, but what he
left me with should not be judged by the length of time that we spent
together or the how much we interacted during those years. From
my earliest memories of him and what I have carried with me ever
since, Appachan defined many things—family, security, identity and
most of all, a life best lived.

To begin, what I remember and hold dearly in my memory of
Appachan is the warmth and security of a family that he held together.
As a five-year old, I was returning home to Kurichy with my parents
in the aftermath of the Gulf War. Must admit that I may not have had
a grip on the gravity of the situation then, but it was clear that we
were going to live with Appachan and Ammachy thereafter. The
idea that even when all else is lost, your family can get you back on
your feet couldn’t have been engrained in me any earlier than this
occasion. When we had to flee our home in Kuwait, I realized that
we were rescued by an everlasting safety net that Appachan had
woven together. It was a continuation of a home setting for me, with
a larger cast playing crucial roles.

Even amongst fading memories, some experiences are truly
unforgettable. I would have to count him as the first celebrity and
the most endearing one whom I have known, simply by the hustle at
his doorstep every single day. There were people, in ones, twos and
groups to visit him, the purpose of which were incomprehensible for
me at that time. If ] had not lived outside that setting, I couldn’t really
be faulted for thinking that hordes of guests were just routine in
everyone’s homes! | wont speculate on what they discussed with
him, but one thing was unmistakably common among all visitors—
they appeared to respect him immensely, and valued his inputs on
whatever they came to him for. Also, they couldn’t leave without a
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taste of Appachan’s and Ammachy’s hospitality, which was one of
the hallmarks of a visit to that home.

It is unlikely that I can give anything near an accurate account of
his life, and probably not even about his last years. Even so, one
indisputable highlight in the experiences of each of his grandchildren
is the reflected glory of his life and personality in our own lives. To be
‘John sir’s grandchild’ was, and continues to be a privilege, as we
are reminded often. While he was around and afterwards, people
who have known him have been limitlessly loving and kind to us,
regardless of our personal statures. I frequently wonder if I deserve
that attention and love, but that’s a free lunch I accept gladly!

Being an educator appears to have not been in vogue during
Appachan’s days, which is evident from a plain look at the choice of
professions within his family at the time and also in a larger section
of the community. One can never tell if his choice to teach at school
was a conscious attempt to make a difference, but it definitely had
an impact that is relatively unmatched. It may be commonplace in
Kerala today to value education as a building block for individuals
and the society, but his choices reflected that modern thought more
than seven decades back. These choices defined his personality—
the pursuit of knowledge, and the cultural and sociological upliftment
that it brings. This percolated down to his family, and I can testify to
the fact that this family never prioritized accumulation of wealth or
power over nurturing a well-rounded educated personality.

In sum, my interactions with Appachan were relatively limited
and most memories are actually recycled patchworkof the memories
of my parents and others. That still cannot undermine the reality that
his life is a beacon for us all. Much before mobile phones and the
internet, he showed us that it was possible and in fact, imperative for
the family to stay connected and be there for each other. He also
showed us that stature is not bigger than values, and life will not be
well lived without staying true to those values. In today’s world where
mere convenience defines beliefs and ideologies, it is worthwhile to
take a page out of his book, and realize that going out of one’s way to
help and serve others is not a task, but an empowering experience.
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Much after his earthly tenure concluded, it cannot be lost on any
of us that the people who have spent time with him are unanimous in
their opinion about him—he was dignity and wisdom personified. If
he had detractors, none were to be seen or heard, at least not enough
to even marginally dent his persona. To achieve a consensus of that
level is a testimony to a meaningful life lived. On the occasion of his
hundredth birthday, I am filled with sheer wonder that his life is
celebrated with as much fervour even after his passing, and continues
to enrich a large number of people whose lives he touched.



11
A great ‘Humble’ Man

Reeba Mariam Oommen

Mr. K. K. John was my beloved grandfather of whom I have
very few memories. Me, being the youngest grandchild who was
only 2 years when he entered the heavenly abode, was the one who
was unfortunate to not have much time to spend with him.

From what I have heard from my parents, sibling and other family
members was that he was a man of few words but the few words
which came out were words of wisdom and knowledge. [ have come
across photographs of him at home and when I looked at it, what I
saw was a tall, respectable man , always dressed in a white shirt and
a white mundu. Although I cannot recollect what I would have spo-
ken to him. I am sure I would have had an amazing time during my
holidays in June 1994 in view of how he related to children, espe-
cially his grandchildren. Time spent may have been limited, but the
aura he spreads ,when I glance at a picture of his is enough for me to
understand how great a man he was.

To add more to the facts regarding Appachen, number of people
from different walks of life including bishops have given their testi-
mony about their interactions with him when they have visited our
house in Kuwait. The most commonly used word by all of them was
‘humble’. Irrespective of what his responsibility was to the society,
irrespective of what contributions he has done to the world, his humble
nature was what everyone always remembered and cherished.

Memories of him maybe few for me, but I live by what I have
heard from resources about him and I believe that is more than enough
for me to always love and respect him forever. He is always going to
be my Appachen with the white sideburns, white eyebrows and the
white matted hair on his chest which was my forest where I drove
my toy cars.



Appendix 1

A note in memory of our father,
Brigadier K John Kuruvilla

Joe & Joyce

On this occasion of my
Appachan’s hundredth birthday
anniversary, I also remember my
Papa, who had a strong influence in
our lives and when I reflect back, it
seems like a generational passing of
qualities and gifts to a blessed
generation like us. Little did I know
that when I decided to choose social
work as a career, that my Papa
would be so encouraging, I expected
him to say, “Why don’t you consider
another profession as our family
consists of doctors, engineers and
business management executives”? [ was very pleased and surprised
that Papa was so encouraging and he advised me,” whatever you
choose, give your heart and soul to it and excel in whatever you do,
as long as you have the passion for it”. When [ was 22 years old, just
before getting married, I went for my first interview for a post in the
social sector, and asked Papa for advice, about what salary should I
ask or accept,”. He said in the first job, money is not the deciding
factor, but the experience you would get *, and there has been no
looking back since then. Today as I reflect, I realize that I always
saw Appachan and Papa helping people, and imparting those values
to us. This must have certainly influenced me to choose social work
as my profession.

Papa chose to pick up Appachen 'most endearing quality and make
his own i.e. his ability to go out of the way to help people, and to the
extent, that it would involve a lot of sacrifices and one most being his
time. Even the day before I was flying to London for my second job
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interview, Papa was still coordinating with his colleagues-the
pensioners from the Armed forces, to be able to get justice from the
legal system .This involved a lot of personal time and tireless
commitment which ultimately won that legal battle positively impacting
many a pensioner across the entire country.

His ability to reach out and impact people positively was legendary
—even now people come to me and talk about the various things that
Papa was able to help in his way at some time in their lives- this
showed how selfless he was since it was never about how it would
benefit him. He would always say “Help people in which every way
possible without asking for anything in return “. On a lighter side,
probably if he had used his entire strength and gifts only for himself,
he would have been a millionaire.

Papa rose high in the senior ranks in the Indian Army holding
many prestigious posts, but never missed any opportunity to serve
the church, a trait he inherited from his father and the inspiration
derived from his brother Paulose Mar Pakomious Thirmani. In many
of his postings like Calcutta, Dimapur or Luck now, Papa was able
to give help to the church in innumerable ways which enabled the
community to build and flourish .One of the proudest moments of his
service came when he was posted in Andaman and Nicobar Islands
.He realized that the Orthodox Christian community had a long
cherished dream there —the community had no church to call their
own in the 1970s and therefore was keen to build their own church
.However everyone knew that it was very difficult to secure
sufficient resources and most importantly ,the land for it. Papa took
up the mantle and met up with the senior administration of the island
to put up the request. He was able to convince them on the need and
secured prime land for the community on which the much awaited
church was then built.

Although we enjoyed the many privileges and benefits because of
him in the Army, he always taught his children to be always humble
and grounded. We used the public transport to go to our college,
instead of getting us dropped, thus encouraging us to be independent.
When I see people admiring some qualities that I imbibed from Papa,
and Appachan, I feel blessed and remember the verse from the Bible-
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”Not on my merits but on His Grace”.

The other big quality which stood Papa apart from the rest of the
crowd was his amazing ability and pride taken to always be detailed
and meticulous to get things done to picture perfect status and
leaving no stone unturned to ensure it is done well. This work ethic is
something that both I and my brother have looked to emulate in our
personal and professional life.

Both Appachan and Papa had the ability to adapt and adjust to
different types of environment and people in their life time. They
were leaders of people and had great timing —the right word or gesture
could impact circumstances and people so positively .Circumstances
have been such that I had no way, but to adapt quickly and I thank
God for my upbringing as this has made it easier.

Both Appachan and Papa strived to impact people, by their
simplicity, humility and selflessness. Papa had difficulties, during his
brief period of ill health, with reading and though he was weak, he
still wanted to undergo cataract surgery to improve his vision so that
he could get back to work - it showed how much he was willing to
use every gift that God had blessed him with and still wanting to
work, regardless of how weak he was feeling.

Our relationship changed after I had my first daughter Rachel,
until then [ was his child, but after that, he would also take my advice
occasionally, which showed his humility.

Papa and Mummy were a tremendous support in helping me bring
up Rachel for the first few years and visited us almost every year,
and I am thankful to God almighty, that I visited Papa with my second
daughter Sarah, just a month before he died. He didn’t want me to
travel as he didn’t want me to take any trouble with a baby, yet, again
showing how considerate he was, but was so delighted to see his
second grand-daughter.

Appachan and Papa's funeral ceremonies demonstrated how
people loved them and really miss them even today given they
both leave behind a wonderful legacy for generations to
remember them by.



Appendix 2

Life of Paulose Mar Pachomios
(1946 - 2012)

His Grace Paulose Mar Pachomios was born as the second child
of K. K. John and Mariamma John on the 26th of January 1946 in
Kolathukalathil Neysseril family, Kurichy. His Grace’s family has the
great tradition of holy fathers like saint Geevarghese Mar Dionysius
of Vattasseril and His Holiness Moron Mar Baselius Geevarghese
2nd Catholicose.

His Grace along with his four brothers and a sister developed a
spiritual and disciplined life from his childhood. His Grace’s father
was an educationist and academician and served as the District Edu-
cational Officer and office manager of Catholicate Schools. As a
member of Kurichy Saint Peter’s and Saint Paul’s Valiyapally he in-
herited the rich spiritual experience and tradition of the church in his
early childhood. His Grace completed his High school education from
Saint Thomas high school, Chingavanam. Thereupon he joined S. B.
College, Changanassery and came out with his Bachelors degree in
Physics.

His Grace joined the Bethany Ashram in 1968. His B.D. from the
prestigious Bishops College, Calcutta laid the strong foundation for
his theological studies. His Grace went to England in 1978 and came
back with his M. Th. in Theology from Leeds University in 1980. His
Grace was called in to the first order of Stewardship in 1973 when he
was ordained as Deacon by His Grace Mathews Mar Ivanios, Parettu
of Kottayam Diocese and visitor Bishop of Bethany Ashram Perunadu.
He was ordained to the holy Priesthood on 8th of January 1974 by
His Grace Mathews Mar Athanasius, Catholicose Designate, as Fa-
ther Paulose OIC.

His Grace was elected as the superior of Bethany Ashram in 1986,
and served until he was elected as bishop. The Parumala Association
held in 1992 elected him as Bishop. Father Paulose was ordained as
Paulose Ramban on the 18th of December 1992 by His Grace Tho-
mas Mar Themothios Catholicose Designate. His Grace was ordained
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as Bishop on the 16th of August by His Holiness Mathews 2nd. As a
good shepherd he served in Medical college Chapel Kottayam, Saint
Thomas church Changanassery, Saint Thomas church Perunadu, Saint
Gregorios Church London and Saint Mary’s church Vadasserikkara
for nearly two decades.

His Grace has extended his stewardship as assistant Metroplitan
of Angamally and Idukki Dioceses. His Grace became the first Bishop
of Mavelikara Diocese when it was formed in 2002. His Grace has a
vivacious and dynamic personality and through his leadership the
Mavelikara Diocese has grown from strength to strength. ‘Theo
Bhavan’ Aramana the head Quarters of Mavelikara Diocese which
was constructed in a very short period is an excellent example of his
excellence as an administrator. Now the Diocese has 40 churches
and 12 chapels. The services of Mar Pachomios is not limited to the
diocese of Mavelikara he always makes the very best use of his
talents for the overall development of the church. He was the first
secretary of Religious Committee of Orthodox Churches. He also
served as Sunday School Text Book Committee member. Balikamatam
School Governing Board member and later one of the Trustees of the
same.

As a Metropolitan he served as the President of Marthamariam
Samajam. His most notable service is during his tenure as the Man-
ager of Catholicate and M.D. Schools. His Grace is serving as the
Bishop vice-president of MGOCSM since 1993. He was the presi-
dent of YMCA Ranni - Perunadu region and one of its prominent
resource persons. Presently His Grace is a member of Parumala
Seminary Council and Orthodox Theological Seminary Governing
Board.

His Grace has represented Orthodox Church in various inter church
councils especially in inter church council for education. He was also
the representative of Orthodox Church in the Nilakkal Ecumenical
Trust. Mar Pachomios is one of the leading retreat fathers of the
church. As the visitor bishop he shows the path and light to many
monastic communities. Kizhakkambalam Bethlahem Saint Mary’s con-
vent, Ranni Holy Trinity Ashram are in the pursuit of holiness under
the guidance of Mar Pachomios. His services as a humanist and mis-
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sionary are inestimable. He serves as the President of St. Thomas
Balabhavan Haripad, Mar Dionysius old age Home Chepadu. It is his
effort and leadership that made Theo Nivas Pazhamthotam a reality.

Mar Pachomios is a Bishop who strongly keeps the Orthodox tra-
ditions and values and advocates for a new vigor and splendor for the
church. He is always ready to extend his hands to the poor and brow-
beaten. He is working tirelessly to make his numerous dreams about
the church into realities.

Paulose Mar Pachomios fulfilled his earthly ministry and passed
on to the world of saints on August 1, 2012. His mortal remains were
interned in a tomb adjacent to the Perunad Bethany Ashram chapel.
Two memorial tombs were also built in his memory, one at Mavelikara
Diocesan head quarters and other at the Kurichy Valiapally.
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