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Private

Ernakulam
7th July 1920

Dear Sir.

Many thanks for your letter of 3rd July. It was very thoughtful and kind

of you to have sent me Sir Narayan Chandavarkar's letter. | feel very grateful
to Sir Narayan Chandavarkar for what he has said and what he proposes to
do . There is a great deal of opposition here, practically everybody that counts
is against our policy. The Hindu press, both English and Vernacular in the
State has been violently denunciatory. But all this has only made His High-
ness firmer in his determination to pursue the policy already decided upon.
We are therefore getting on in spite of it all.

After the Schools reopened in June there has been quite a number of
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“Strikes” in several schools as a demonstration against the admission of
Pulaya boys in to schools. At Edavanakadu, the Christians joined with the
Nairs the opposition. At Cherai, the Ezhavas have adopted the suicidal policy
of opposing the admission of classes who are only little more depressed than
themselves. At Chelakara, the Brahmans and the Nairs joined together to
oppose the admission of Pulayas, though for years boys of the other de-
pressed classes, like blacksmiths, carpenters and others, have been without
objection reading in the school. That these incidents should have happened
almost simultaneously after the policy of admission of Pulayas had been
acquiesced in the whole of last year seems to indicate that the higher classes
are taking advantage of the opposition outside to press for the reversal of
what seemed to be a settled fact. They apparently consider that when there is
a general attack all round this is a suitable moment for upsetting the educa-
tion policy, but we have stuck to our guns and in every case,the full comple-
ment of teachers has been “carrying on” for the benefit of the newly admit-
ted Pulaya boys and gradually the other boys who went on strike are all
quietly returning to their schools.

The recent political activities in the State appear to be directed in against
this policy of the Government to have encouraged the higher classes to think
that they can force the heads of Government but in this they will find them-
selves mistaken . Long before the local congress. | had begun to work on a
scheme of constitutional reforms, which | hope will soon see fruition. The
opposition will not stand in the way of my getting through with these schemes,
but care will be taken that in any scheme that matertalises, the interests of
the ‘depressed’classes are efficiently protected.

A few days ago, | received a very warm letter form Mr.Justice Sadesiva
Ayyar of Madrass, who had read my speech at the Ezhava conference in the
newspapers and wrote with enthusiastic sympathy. Letters like his and Sir
Narayan Chandavarkars are great help and source of strengh.One feels one
is not left all alone.

With kind regards.
| remain
Yours sincerely,
T. Vijayarahavacharya
To
Rev. M. P. Patros, B. A.B.D. L. T,,
Madanappalle.

@06 RIGNH6HOBHS @OMUILIODIGE HWOYAVME], AUFICW MSHN
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“I feel that the Maharajas of Travancore and Cochin come to fully un-
derstand the sufferings of the poor in the assertion of their elementary rights
of citizen -ship. They will surely rise in the name of God and humanity and
by means of a proclamation put a stop to this kind of sinful slavery. If the
ancient Syrian Christain Community of Kerala had been sufficiently faith-
ful to the freedom-giving Gospel of Christ. They would have done wonders
in His great humanitarian work, but it is not too late. | therefore appeal to
my community to show more interest in this anti-unapproachability move-
ment, so that the Kingdom of God may be hastened in this great land.

(Swaraj, 1924 April 30)
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