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nitely become a bishop in this Church and I shall not be found
wanting”.
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%101 ®0)CAMIWIOS RO (AIGMIBEWEN. ' @R2Jd! HHaNI HAIEG]
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Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

(CATHOLICATE OF THE EAST)
DIOCESE OF CHENGANNUR

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Athanasios

METROPOLITAN
Res: St. George Dayara Office: Bethel Aramana
Othera - 689546 S Chengannur - 689121
: Kerala, India.
Kerala, India. ¥ Phone: 0479 - 2453310
e-mail: marathanasios@gmail.com Mob: 94477 91896
To 30.09.2004

The Counsellor (Immigration),

Canadian High Commission,

718, Shantipath, Chanakyapuri,

P.O.Box - 5209,

New Delhi - 11021.

Sir,

Ref: Your letter dated 16.09.2004
Sub: File No.vV040405023

I am in receipt of your letter cited above. Thanks.

Please note that | did not apply for a temporary resident Visa to
Canada. My application was for a Visit Visa for a few days.

| did visit Canada thrice in the past as can be seen from my
Passport. At that point of time | met all the requirements of your
Immigration and Refuge Protection Act. What happened thereafter, |
do not know.

I am not interested to submit a new application as | do not con-
sider that a Canadian Visa is a “Visa to heaven”.

A word of apology from you in this context shall not be out of
place.

Sincerely yours,

Y

Thomas Mar Athanasios Metropolitan.
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MEWOS 2OMOAIEIOMea|5 HBRAVEMIBEIT (alaIBI3He)
enIoWd ®og am 05Ul GElOVWIM) EMIMMaflEe)AM H00YEBBUI
@RYO}OSWI0 M ITMEMIBH] Al0WAUIMBS HOWOLAN0 @RYABZRA!
@Iano @IEYGAMI &06Mlajlg)ens. M@0 HaIT@ISIo Gal®o AIANILIo
2000EMAIM af)aM alG00HIS @RICLIIWY (ale1}dalMo af)@NOLIal)o
MOeS allSlenan alye@I®In0em @10}CaMmIWIECSO).
aLOIMAIMEBBUIBN) allMINLI A IDWIGD AM

@RAINOEBBUY EMSIHWS)BNGHVEL, GRAITVOEBUS CMSIHWDI)
SWIEM af)aIM 902 AlUDIOTVEHIOMIEN CMIAM MG BROMOMO
Moy HA(@OGa|0ellOmO. G2M3a|g MLNOMETINEE HDOSETINS)
H6)UOMIV] MO H)S)oNIOMITE HaIFAUB (VAIBHAM) afaM OM

Ne0ses] @PAIBeHHI®] “ @PAINO6EBU3BNIV] BISINSAN M 100
MI0Yo MMUBAILL HHEUNIMHANIGI af)eld GRAITVON0 MHAA
cmslalo)e’ @R )P a)deRo)alo MANOS G2IBEH)IM).
Baroda
25.09.'78
My Dear Pappychayan,

I am in receipt of your letter dtd. 11th Sept. 1978. Thanks.

| am thankful to all of you for the interest you are taking in me.
| have already expressed my views on your wish to present me as
a candidate for a higher ecclesiastical post.

I do not personally appreciate the present trend of canvass-
ing votes. Besides we do not have any precedence in the past in
approaching the Church for a higher office. It was all forced on
us. Let it be repeated if it is the will of God.

But at the same time if my services are required by my Church,
I shall gladly comply with the direction of the Church and shall not
be found wanting.

S vkt
/”."_’“"

7

Fr.K.T.Thomas
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©6MB) GSAIT3 &)S)M@ TLVRVIHLI B0) MLOOMAN0 AACIEHO)O)
o) MI@enymwenRU1En00MoeM @I0)EAM]. ©6MB) GSo BH$lemm)o
®)S0}QI0M @RYAIUDIA]G alel MLOIMAIMEEBSB)o @1}EAM] MVEMa0
aldqo MIEMVENSHWIM §210@®. @IO}CAM] al. NIDANGI0)
CaMNH9) af) QMY VIGO0V DD BRYUIWO QIYHMAIBH) QUM
(aIVIRLEQ|S) OB M),

Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

(CATHOLICATE OF THE EAST)
DIOCESE OF CHENGANNUR

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Athanasios

METROPOLITAN

Res: St. George Dayara Office: Bethel Aramana

Othera - 689546 S Chengannur - 689121

: Kerala, India.

Kerala, India. NN Phone: 0479 - 2453310

Phone: 0469-2656808 Fax: 0479 - 2451331
e-mail: marathanasios@gmail.com Mob: 94477 91896

No.CD/TMA/394/07 13.08.2007

al0l00)EL NIDQI®I0)EAMI,

Church Accounts Committee @)&s LoJmﬂcwqgoqﬂ af)®an Mm)aNo
(aloQuUo QN0 MORAMIBEZU0 2 IPDIBIB)IM@OWV] OB @RI,
80003 80} MLOOIMMED M6NB) (AIOAUUDYONITY B)SJME3 DBIEHVYOD
anoem og)a)q@ QB ]aI020W @RE]AI0Wo. og)mg OR@OTVMOIENO
@REVIW MVoALISMO (GO HO0 MIWAIHN)EMUIUE DD MmOM
B6Mao oM al)eidomooyens Church Accounts Committee ©@36S
(ISlawago®il @m0 (al0QIC QN0 af)HID MIWANLHOO@AT @IS
WO @REAIGHIBN)AN).

enpA®Io)am 10 CVDaIieaM) allvdlMilee)mm).

Qillm@oBOaNo  ©o
C®OAM 203 @PAMOMOMIGIMS
OO(®CaoellomO

58] ENIGNMD (O (alMlRUTEE6Mo



200 BROMOIMIMIBWOM - 8O0 BORISIWo

MW HICMOLRNHHOTLOIMETMHE TVE DQEMIBHI W0
QUYE@I IR0V )M @0)EAMIWESD. D MOIMOBIMIGAUNE] AOTV
OO®IM)o (al2lEEMAWIMo BOBBMEOAM MI)EAMIH® MI@eniaw]
2JQIGOIS)88 M0)alS] MEBOM®OIEM. TVRWHEN af)ddN @YU
108 DOOAEIMea|g MAIDHU @Y H00J0 af)GINIS @RHAIUDY
9alS}o. @O TUI1BGlENEMERO GAITBEWO af)aM GRAITVOM ©@10)
20Mo  af)CWOA(@ROMDH)o. WD HOOJOMILN88 ®I0)CaWIW)eS
QDMO &HENS MVa0lOd:g B30) WAUHHAUEIEM @oLIalo MIE0UDEWINS

emMOM @10)EAMIBY GalNEl eMISIMY ERSIEHIM GaldB:)BWIEI)

af)M (1@ G12)Eajoud B0) §210)ae@ildlcWIns @3l0)caMIWOS
20)als]  @R2M ¢MIFIAV GRSIENIN®) HBHIBBI0, alGHhH @21
af)9a3 @(BIAVMOMIGY BHIFILL  a0{BV IV (O(HVT B EUdaHo
@YU al(@IWI@3 ail(KdAlHnM ®OHF CalBITE MIWB® HOCMILIHHNO
MUOOMEOMES CMIAEMaUM HBHIS}HHIM (VOANBH)AN) )N AM

12106510 @10)eam] coONESISEHVIT3 MM al. MIDA®I0)EAMm]
)OS GalBlT3 M(aldH000 aNIBHTY §2lD).

May it please Your Holiness

1 write this note from Vijaya Hospital, Chennai werc I underwent a
Bypass Surgery. The surgery was over on Tucsday last and I am in the room
and recouping. I hope to be back in Kerala by 10% of October after a final
check up.

1 may not be in a position to attend the Holy Synod convened this
afternoon at ofd seminary because of the reason mentioned above.

1am informed by my diocesian sccrotary on phonc that one nom nation
paper was collected from the catholieate office on my behalf Only if the
official bodies viz the Holy Synod or the Managing Commitice nominates my
pame, [ would accept the nomination. If that is not the case, the nominstion
submitted by the 30 members of the Malankara Association may be rejected.

I pray for a successful and divine conclision in today’s meeting

Yours in Christ
G ntan LM anasesr

Chennai ———Fhomay Maf_Athangsios
16.09.2006 Metropolitan Chengannur Diocese

& Secretary, Holy Episcopsi Synod
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(1RO MEIBUIA MG BIMAVIEDIW] 630)638)aMN

@lo)ycam]

@M ©21QYAIOM GaldH)aM af)eld (alIBOMMEBBUBHN)0 AYMI
@@Imealenzl 20MISle200] Q8OO ®QIH0S)ajdud @Ioyecam]
MSOMIOYNE.  alflQIo AMMo 92100 GG laj@IM) GUdaHo
20(@206M @RANIA @10)PIMETBUY HOHOSNHIBBI0. MO aOLBVUD
M@V 23TV AlRW Ga00MSallgl@d 60)6EB)aM O3
@eel Glairvo IO §OHe|SWIEE QllG3nl(@o af)$)@3] @ YO0IBHIM)o
@ @0)cam] ®HAM B5laj M08 §210@ @O HaISIVIGE MG
aflepomio ®YI0W].  B0a|G0aHe ®ELIZIAITVo @®OAD U0)(Ud)aH]
2floyam 96aIGle:em 20glIBEI GRLOAID @B af)OaMBIel0 TMVoE
aflajo@ af®) 1DV MOSIGEIGH MHAD HBI6MB)EAIIBMOAMN)0
@O @ooU0ATV(@EBBUW aB® af)ald000 Wlaflevemena)o,
2f)Qiles ag)eBBaMm M M6 GRAMYAIVdRo B0)BNEMHRMN)o GAIENS
MIBEZU00 M@ BIa|G0aUM @1WQOIERIBE Galdd)IN@IM) MM
@REIIMY WOEHHIMNI 208 Hag)COMICWIMD (AIGDYB> (al0B@OM MY
a0la)). wlo @3 Wlan 2MiMaITd MIBHo H2IYIGMAWI GMEaV)
@OGOIS &300|E0aUMd ®IWQAB AIOO M@ )o@ @EIVIGE MClee6s
af)M) MVED@O QIEBBYHW)0 B30 |ECOHM H@OFIAMI AAGAEM @6
alDEOa0IMmY UBIGOOAUMI (@0 @RYla)) HAUDE)AUOM @10}6am] MY
00V® af)MBBO® HA(@ICOLITTMOWOS BOMIVTHAIW BLALGHW
OQUSIQIHH)aN).

@yOMINlHad @INMIW aMLEIAMVEMaNo

MVUEROW OMEEMIOS GalBO al@laloella] &)S)oen! aldEMIOYo
@osm)ails ail5)ar$a1nlens® Ho0m)aIVEHleN I G10)Eas] VEd
CMHOY@ICNOM aB®) MWIBEZU0AN0 WBl0 O AIaslHHINYMNE. @RSIW
102001 WO® O2IYIEMUIP)0 TVRICH(BOMIG3 MO al. 6NI0QID
@10)camlWes ailg] 9mME0WIT MHZ MVBQYE(Id(WIR)0 @0FIO0Ia]
830S10Om)QI0M @10)CaM] af)GajoPio (V0AlHHI0)ME. @M eIE]
#9)IM G@RBOAN0 6NIAO0)AOMAI0 TVRWIOS BINAIWD)EE>6NBI6M)
af)M DOMACENIOWINEM @I0}CAMIOW BRYLTMIG O AN.
GA@3alg MLNOM(aldaIGE6) GUoaHo BOMY EDSAIMWOW al)OMABHHO0]
o ¢aelad MSald: M@HIW TVIBRAVSINI0 &YleeIS)H6)
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af)&loo M0)EaMIWHS W1ER0W MalaldSIem MVINDO 21YANAIWO
loyam).
@RYEIWMVIGd @relleiam ceyonlw 2laillmo
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in the basic truths of Christianity which are occumanically deter-
minesof arrested. ThusitisaChurch of tradition or aconservative
churchonly intherelative sense of thosewords. It istherefore just
as much anew church asan old asthese words may be used, of the
Holy Scriptures. Therefore the orthodox church is only in these
least degree“bound” by itsold inheritance, it has mailtained com-
pletefreedom of development” aivaw)osw)o al0omioyomlomBw)o
afluyebl mleimldom] soeleeisomlon oaiepailglees emels;alnm
90IGlH &)S}MIODILI 5-0000M HA(MICA|ILNOMOIVWIV @10)e
Mloe HFlVOS. ME! CRHUWVEBBINS PSOWo HGEACVWIUIIVROW
®I)EAMIW)OS ENMIDIo DEIEHO TVRVEH HRITMo @RYQIUDIMBS
@06Mm. @I0)EAMIH af)RI0 BoBIUoTVM:Bo EMOYAN). TVREVW)o
DM} o} TV D a0 HOMW)o MM @ @B S1GLIB MW]EHOM 6OBAIo
@) Jo @RYEOOINIAN0 GIOIEGAMIBE MEIHES. O
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A divine gift to the Church

J. Benjamin Koshy
(Justice, High Court of Kerala)

Chengannur diocese is fortunate as it is blessed with a very
efficient bishop asitsfirst metropolitan. A good beginning is half
done and when the diocese is on the take off stage, we got a good
captain. He is an able administrator. My acquaintance with His
GraceMost Rev. Thomas Mar Athanasi os started many yearsbefore
| became a judge. While | was returning after conducting a case
from Delhi viaBombay, Thirumeni wasalso travelling inthe same
aircraft. After afew minutes' talk, hetold methat | will become a
judge. At that time, it was not in my mind. His prophetic words
came true and lam sure that his prayers also has helped me in
discharging my duties. A bishop is not only a man who interacts
with God and spends time in prayers, but is also a person who
should efficiently administer the diocese and look after the well
being of the members. | understand that thirumeni istryingtofollow
St. Peter’swords:

“Be Shepherds of God’sflock that isunder your care, serving
as overseers - not because you must, but because you are willing,
as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve;
not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to
theflock.” (I Peter, 5:2 and 3)

In Central Travancore, almost all the parishioners are well
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educated and many of them are very affluent. Everybody has got
their own ego pride and prejudices. It is very difficult to manage
and administer a congregation like that. But, here is a shepherd
who is able to keep the people in harmony. Heis the force behind
the unity in the diocese. He is an educationalist. His efforts in
Barodais an asset to the Church and an honour to the Orthodox
Christians outside Kerala. He started many institutions in
Chengannur diocese also. He has got a photographic memory and
remembers each of the parishioners. He loves them and people
love him. He has got a good grasping capacity. As soon as he goes
to aparish, heunderstandsthe problemsand deal withit effectively.
Of course, he is bold. Once a decision is taken after due
consideration and prayers, hewill not changeit evenif influential
people try to change the decision. He is not amenable to undue
influence of money or power. Some times disgrunted people may
spread rumours. But, such rumours will vanish. Apart from
administrative ability, Thirumeny is also deeply religious and
adheresto al the tenants of the Church. The development of Bethel
Church itself is a great monument for him. His recent directions
regarding the conduct of altar boys is appreciated throughout the
Malankara Church. He is a man of eloquence and his oratorial
talents and ability to convey his ideas in a scholarly manner is
inherited from his uncle Puthenkavil Kochu Thirumeni. Endowed
with a pleasing personality, he isleading the Chengannur diocese
as one of the best diocese in the Malankara Orthodox Church and
| hope and pray that in future years also, he will lead the diocese
efficiently and give good spiritual |eadership with divine guidence.
| also request the Thirumeni to pray for us. Through Jeremiah, the
prophet, God Almighty promises as follows:

“Then | will give you shepherds after my

own heart, who will lead you with knowledge

and understanding.” (Jeremiah 3:15)

God hasfulfilled the promise to Chengannur diocese. We shall
thank God Almighty for giving such aMetropolitan to our Church,
adivine gift indeed. O
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Bishop Thomas Mar Athanasios
A GREAT EDUCATIONIST

Mrs Meera Bakshi
(Former Head Mistress - GR English Medium School, Baroda)

On the auspicious occassion of His Grace Bishop ThomasMar
Athanasios 70th birthday celebration on 3rd April 2008. | would
liketo pen down some nostal gic memories of my association with
him as he is an eminent educationist, a great visionary with com-
mitted goals, apart from being an excellent human being devoted
to the service of God and mankind.

His Grace Bishop Thomas is the President of the Trust of St.
Basil since 1973. It would not be out of place to recall with pride.
His Grace'sjourney into the field of education as a pioneer gifted
with the power and insight to spread education to students of all
communitiesin Gujarat, and to preare the students to live and act
as useful citizens of Secular India.

The Society of St. Basil wasfounded by the late Geevarghese
Mar Philoxenos as a Missionary Brotherhood of the Malankara
Orthodox Syrian Church. Hid Grace Geevarghese was called to
his heavenly abode before the Society could take any shape. So
when His Grace Bishop Thomas, earlier known as Fr. K. T. Tho-
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meas, decided to take up God'sservice, and residein Baroda, Gujarat,
aTrust was registered in 1973.

The Trust of the Society of St. Basil from its very inception
has been very activein thefield of education. The Schoolsare run
directly by the Trust under the competent guidance of His Grace
Bishop Thomas. The various Schools under the Society of St. Ba-
sl in Gujarat are:-

1. Gujarat Refinery Eng. Med. School upto Higher Secondary
at Baroda started in 1964 by 1.0.C. Gujarat Refinery Board and
taken over by The Society of Basil in June 1973 at their behest.

2. M.GM. School at Halol upto Higher Secondary started in
1977 by Halol Uchha Siksha Samiti, Halol. In 1981 parents and
membersrequested the President, Bishop Thomas Mar Athanasios
to take over the school, who accepted the challenge to meet the
educational needs of the students of the industrial belt of Halol.

3. St. Paul’s School Eng. Med. at Petrofilsnagar, Baroda up to
Std X. The School was inaugurated on June 15th, 1983 under pa-
tronage of the Society of St. Basil for Petrofils Co-operative Ltd.

4. St. Paul’s School, Gujarati Med. at Petrofilnagar, Baroda -
upto Std. X. The School wastaken over by The Society of St. Basil
in 1986 from Sama] Kalyan Trust.

5. St. Paul’s School at Ankleshwar -upto Std. X. The School
was started by The Society of St. Basil in 1991 at the joint request
of Petrofils Co-op Ltd and Ankleshwar Industrial Association.

6. Philox Public School at Anand Dist. Kheda- started in June
2004. The School at present is up to Primary classes only.

Thousands of studentsare studying in the above schoolswhich
have a motivating educational environment which is very condu-
civeto progressive learning.

His Grace Bishop Thomas, gives utmost importance to the
building of a good character among students apart academic ex-
cellence. He considerseducation asanimportant instrument which
can serve as asilent revolutionary agency, for the social transfor-
mation of the ideas, attitudes and behaviour patterns of students;
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so that the students are able to serve their nation as good citizens
and also prepare them to face the challenges of the World.

Being a religious head, through value-oriented education in
Schools, His Grace Bishop Thomas wishes to clear the Society of
al ill-based evils to aworld of love, compassion, peace and har-
mony.

The Bhagawat Gita States “The action of great men are an
inspiration for others, whatever he does, becomes a standard to
follow”. Thisiscertainly true of His Grace Bishop Thomaswhose
sterling leadership qualities, unconpromising pursuit for excellence
in education, humility and lovefor all, hasbeen amotivating force
toinspire al of us, teachers to work hard with sincerity and self-
lessness for the all -round develoment of the students.

Hid Grace Bishop Thomas always wanted the teacher to be a
role model of values, as students |earn more than what they see of
a teacher, than from what they hear from a teacher. A religious
outlook was inculeated among the students in school s through the
morning prayer, school song, thought of the day, and moral in-
structions classes.

Students devel oped a healthy competitive spirit by participat-
ing in Inter-House, Inter-School Comeptitionsin Sports, Elocu-
tion, Debate, Quiz, Dance, Drama and Music etc. In thisway the
students gained confidence in themselves and values like team
spirit, co-operation and tolerance, were developed in them. It is
with great pride that | mention that the students in the Schools,
managed by the Society of St. Basil, and run under the guidance of
His Grace Bishop Thomas, are reaping rich harvests of achieve-
ments, and winning prizesin all co-curricular activities at the State
and National levels.

His Grace Bishop Thomas always encouraged social work
among students, to develop in them a spirit of shared responsibili-
ties, which isinvaluable for a generous and kind character. It was
avery magnanimous and remarkable gesture of Gujarat Refinery
School students at Baroda, to collect seventy-two thousand rupees
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and donate it to “Helpage” to help the needy.

His Grace's educational philosophy was that teachers should
not only be caught up with teaching of syllabi in schools and pro-
moting only intellectual growth, but aim at an integrated growth of
students, that of body, mind and soul. His Grace Bishop impressed
upon the teachersthat apart from equipping the studentswith reg-
uisite knowledge to enable them to stand on their own distinctions
in their future professions, the school should generate strong Indi-
answho canresist all evil influence and stand unshaken and make
the school feel proud of them.

It was in 1981, | joined Gujarat Refinary School, Baroda as
the Headmistress of the primary section, and worked under His
Grace's benevolent guidance till 1989. | left due to my husband's
transfer to Bombay.

HisGraceisagreat educationalist and eminent administrator
who has been devoting hiswholelifeto religion and to the welfare
of the needy brethren of society.

For me, His Grace Thomas has been agreat teacher, as| admit
in al humility, that the years spent working with him were the
turning point in my career. The guidance received from His Grace
oninnovative educational techonologies, and aloving aproach to-
wards students, made me blossom in the educational field in the
later years of my teaching profession. In 2001, | retired as educa-
tional advisor to Reliance Industries Limited site Schools at
Patalganga, Surat and Jamnagar. | take this opportunity to think
His Grace and express my respect and gratitude for being my men-
tor and role-model.

His Grace Bishop Thomas Mar Athanasios life is completely
devoted to the service of God and humanity by thisimmense con-
tribution in the field of education.

On this joyous occassion of His Grace's 70th birthday | and
family wish him good health , peace and strength, to serve God
and His people, and further spread education worldwide. O
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Fr.K.T. Thomas-
An inspiring Teacher and
Educationist
Dr. Hemant A. Sant M.S

On behalf of thousands of students who had the good fortune
of studying under Fr. K. T. Thomeas. | takethisopportunity to express
our love, respect and heartfelt gratitude to Fr. Thomasfor everything
that he has donefor us. May he continue to guide usto be humane
and caring in whatever profession weareand in turn set an example
for others as he did.

| remember with nostalgiatheyears| spent in Gujarat Refinery
English medium school which is managed by The Society of St.
Basil Rev. Fr. K. T. Thomaswas our principal and he moulded and
guided usin those formative years. His mind came up with novel
ideas for teaching and disciplining us while his heart strove to
inculcate in us humane qualities, wisdom and spirituality. His
secular ideas and respect for parents, teacher and studentsfrom all
classes and communities inspired his students to be bold and
confident.
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| remember he appointed a sanskrit teacher just for mewhen |
insisted on taking that subject for my SSC later however some
other studentstoo joined. Hewasvery supportive and kind to those
studentswho could not get good marks despite hard work. He urged
my mother to persist and have faith in my brother when he failed.
Today such astudent would not be allowed to opt for science stream.
But not our principal, he gave us confidence and boosted our morale.
Stressing that hardwork and persistence always pays. Today, thanks
to him my brother is a Professor of science in M. S. University,
Vadodaraand adedicated and renowned scientist in hisfield, having
aready published many papersin international journals.

Though very loving and understanding he was strict when
required. Even though | was close to him when he found that | had
done an unpardonable mischief, he was fair and just in the
punishment meted to me. He makes sure that the evil isrooted out
of the soul before it takes deep roots. When | wasin 7th standard
he accepted my idea of a christmas card showing Baby Jesusin a
Gujarati manger with all othersin Kathiawadi dress. All festivals
were celebrated with the samefervour and enthusiasam. Now when
| celebrate the birthday of my daughter Monica on Christmas day
fond memoriesfill my heart.

He under stood the importance of communication. He talked
to each one of us and listened to our ideas. He gave us the
responsibility of organizing all the functions and as a result our
school programmes were unique and had the full participation of
the students. With our principal around wefelt our school was our
extended family. Small children even used to play around him.
Now | am a senior surgeon and when | leave my consulting room
and come hometo my joint family where my parents, my brother,
our wivesand children stay. | remember hiscontributionin shaping
our lives.

| am forever obliged and grateful to Fr. Thomas now Bishop
Thomas and all those teachers who taught us under hisleadership.
| pray to God almighty to bestow on him long life and good health
so that he can continue the good work that he is doing O
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Bishop Thomas -
Who changed my Life

Dr. Amit Agrawal, MD
(General Medicine)

When | was 11 years old, something happened that
changed my whole life and brought me to the position and
statusthat | enjoy today. Today | am postgraduate in General
Medicine, having my own nursing home. When Bishop
Thomas is celebrating his 70th birthday | want to share with
others my experience.

When | was not even in my teens | was studying in an
English medium school in Baroda. My parents wanted to get
an admission for me in Gujarat Refinery English Medium
School under the control of Bishop Thomas. When my parents
approached Bishop Thomas at Gujarat Refinery English
Medium School | was denied an admission as the session
was about to begin and the batch was almost full. Dejected
and with a sorrowful heart | headed back home hoping for
some miracle to happen. The same evening to my surprise |
saw Bishop Thomas in his car. He parked his car near my
house and was going to his brother’s (Joseph sir) house in
the neighbourhood.
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It was evening and | was going round and round in my
bicycleinthe small openir area. | saw Bishop Thomaswalking
towards his brother’s house. When we were almost face to
facel got down from my cycleand wished him“Good evening
father”. He stood there for amoment and returned my wishing
and called meto hisside. He asked me anumber of questions.

In which standard are you studying?

In which school are you studying?

What are your parents? and so on.

To my surprise he asked me aquestion. Areyou interested
to study in Gujarat Refine English Medium School? |
positively replied. Then he said “Your words alone will not
do, your parents also will have to agree.” Then he added. “I
will be going back to Kerala tomorrow and if you and your
parents meet me the next day at 4 pm in my office, we will
discuss this subject further.”

Promptly | along with my parents met Bishop Thomasin
his office and he was kind enough to accomodate me in
standard V111 that year itself.

The school environment and curricular and co-curricular
activitieshelped meinmy studies. The principal and teachers
influenced me a lot. After three years when | appeared for
Standard X Board examination. | was topper in Gujarat
Refinery English Medium School. | joined Standard XI
Science in the same shool and got Ist Rank in Standard X1
too. | got admission for MBBS in Baroda Medical College
and subsequently did my MD in the same college.

When | write this note | am a successful doctor having
my own nursing home; serving people with God's grace and
living happily. | wish Bishop Thomas, from the depth of my
heart healthy long life on this occasion when heiscelebrating
his birthday. O
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Rev. Fr. K. T. Thomas -
A Fatherly figure

Dr. Inkishar AnisKhan
M. Ch Plastic Surgery

“Too often we underestimate the power of atouch, asmilea
kind word, alistening ear, an honest compliment and small acts of
caring, all of which have the potential to turn alife around” Leo
Buscaglia swordswould summarize the personality of our Princi-
pal Bishop K. T. Thomas.

When | think of Rev. Bishop K. T. Thomas, | remember adis-
tinct personality different from the masses - in Spotlesswhiterobe,
bread and carrying a small stick. His signature is another visual
memory that | have of him - a cross incorporated in the signature.
Later | developed my signature with bold strokes and played with
theletter “k” whichiscommonin hisand my initials. And thus his
memory is always with me.

A principal with hisdignity and personality alwaysinvokes a
sense of fear and inhibition in a student’'s mind. Thisis what he
alwaystried to break. Going near the students he would break the
physical and mental barrier. Thisisone of reasonsfor thetowering
respect he holdsin our mind, today.

A few incidents | would like to share with you.

What we would a principal think when he sees 5 students
huddled out side the Class with the teacher inside busy at her job?
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M ost would assume that the students were punished and were now
enjoying themselvesoutside.But No it wasdifferent, and the Bishop
did pick it up. Infact we were discussing the same chapter being
taught in the class; trying to explain what each had understood.
When the Bishop realized this he entered the classroom and told
the teacher about it and went away. A few days|later anew system
was started in the class, wherein Question & Answers were dis-
cussed in the class and not dictated. We all enjoyed the change.

The Bishop would always introduce new methods and prac-
tices in the School. | remember the Elections for Student’'s As-
sembly and Prime Minister, the School Magazine- “ Charlotte”,
besides regular Elocution and other Competitions. These things
are seen in very little percentage of schools today, but we had it
before 30 yearsin GREMS.

General Activity, the first period on Wednesdays, was some-
thing every student waited eagerly and enjoyed thoroughly. The
Bishop always used to attend it. Hisloud clapping of appreciation
must have hel ped removel ot of stagefear in many of us. My expe-
rience of planning and organizing such events helped mein orga-
nizing conferences at National level, later in my college days.

The Bishop would always discern and bring out the hidden
talent a student possessed. Every month when | used to get NTSE
Scholarship until my Post Graduation, | mentally thanked Bishop
athousand times. Indeed it was abig financial and morale booster.
My parents never knew about this Scholarship.

The last thing | would say about the Bishop is that he would
always keep track of his students whenever they were-India or
abroad. He made effortsto be with themin good and had bad times.
Hedid visit my sister in the hospital when shewasterminallyill in
her 2nd year of Graduation. He sent mea‘ get well soon’ card quick
Recovery just before my surgery in Bombay, 14 years after | had
left GREMS. He congratulated me when | started a new hospital
which was 20 years after | had left the School.

Truly heisafatherly figure who guided our carrers and lives.
| thank GOD who sent him to GREM S to guide and mould us.J
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Orthodox Syrian Chuech

BETHEL, CHENGANNUR
KERALA Phone: 731

Thonas Mar Athanasios, tet August, 1985
N¥o 1 CD/THMA/001/85

HoHqMoran Mar Baselios Marthoms Mathews I
c:t;oum&mnﬂrm *

¥ay it please Your Neliness,

1 acknowl Peceipt of Your Holiness
Kalpana Nos $ dated 11th July 1985.

unmmmmxtm«mm
chavge of ths Diosese of Chengannur today
after the Holy Qurbana,
1 expect Your Holiness' Ble
@uuunmmntua m
on of the Diovese put under my cave ?
Yours in the service of the Lord

P orcan @#«awﬁ'w
(Thomas Mar Athanasios)

@10)camIa)ns @3S LIAID
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